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TA Dear Readers 


q *ve just returned from four February weeks on the road 
> in the rainy, rainy Southeast. At least it wasn’t snowy, 
 icey, sleety and cold as it had been in the northern 

sis B Shenandoah Valley for most of January. Despite the 
rain I had a wonderful time listening to, performing for, and 
talking with incredible dulcimer players and enthusiasts who 
have become dear friends. While I was in Alabama three spe- 
cial folks —Kathy Dukes and Edith and Carl Hinrichs— 
helped me organize some articles for this issue. 

This is also a time to remember dulcimer friends whom 
we've lost recently. One of them, who shared music with so 
many of us, shares page one with me this time. I hope you 
had the opportunity to meet Anne Grimes somewhere along 
the way. 

With dulcimer moments in mind, therefore, I’m going to 
stop talking and send you adventuring through this DPN. 
You'll find old dulcimers, new friends, and page after page 
of activities to keep you busy this spring and summer. I'll be 
on the road some this summer and look forward to the 
opportunity to share music with you. 


Dulcimerrily, 


_ was one of the nation’s preeminent authorities on the 
_ musical heritage of the Midwest, died January 14th in 
- Oberlin, Ohio at the age of 91. 


Spring 2004 = 1 
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A classically-trained vocalist and an accomplished 
pianist, Mrs. Grimes began to travel in the early 1950's 


_ from her home in Upper Arlington throughout Ohio to 
_ track down hundreds of traditional songs which she 


researched and sang in performance. She 


tape-recorded, 
_ also became an expert in the lore and techniques of the 


dulcimer, and the Anne Grimes Dulcimer 


sh psec 

Collection at the Smithsonian Institution ranks among 
‘the nation’s finest. In 1997, Mrs. Grimes with her long- 
time friend Joe Hickerson, folklorist at the American 


Folklife Center, Library of Congress, performed tradi- 


_ tional songs in a presentation of her dulcimer collection 


at the National Museum of American History in Wash- 


_ ington, D.C. Her 1957 Folkways recording Ohio State 
_ Ballads: History Through Folk Songs: Anne Grimes, With 
_ Dulcimer was reissued in Si on tape cassette by the 


“Everybody thinks oa find folk music in the hills; 
you don’t ... it’s in people’s heads,” Anne Grimes told a 
reporter for the Columbus Citizen-Journal in 1971 before 
performing at Governor John Gilligan’s Inaugural gala 
at the Ohio Theater in Columbus. “In the folk music 
field, the technical term is ‘informants;’ I prefer to think 
of the people as contributors.” 

An article about Anne Grimes, written by Erik Blom- 


| ‘stedt, appeared in t the winter 1985 issue of Dulcimer 
Players News. — 


The Coleman’s March: A Tribute to Jean Ritchie, a CD by 
Terry Duggins and the Zither Band, was nominated as the 
Best Folk Album of the Year by the Hawaii Music Awards. 
The album tributes Jean Ritchie’s tour of Hawaii and Japan, 
and her contribution to preserving America.) folk music. In 
1979, at the age of 14, Terry was invited by Jean Ritchie to 
attend Fresno (California) State University where she was a 
resident artist, teaching a class in American Folk Music and 
Appalachian-style dulcimer playing. He stuaied with Jean, 
absorbing her teachings and adapting them to his own style of 
playing and singing. Visit Terry at his website, www.duggins 
dulcimer.com. 


Brenda Hunter’s CD Catching The Mooncoin (reviewed 
in the winter 2004 issue of DPN) has received significant air- 
play on the nationally syndicated radio program Echoes. It 
achieved recognition in the top twenty-five [’stener’s poll for 
2003. Contact Brenda via her website: www.brendahunter 
-bizland.com. 


David Schnaufer was a guest artist with his dulcimer in 
“You'll Be My Ain True Love” for the soundtrack of the 
movie Cold Mountain. That song was nominated for a Gram- 
my, but lost out to a song from A Mighty Wind. It was also 
nominated for an Oscar and was performed by Allison 
Krausse and Sting during the televised celebration. Lord Of 
The Rings walked off with all of the awards in categories in 
which it was nominated—including best song. However, 
simply to be part of two prestigious awards ceremonies is a 
recognition of its own! [Thanks to Scott Odena for letting 
DPN know. |} 


Our congratulations go to Terry, Brenda, and David! 


John Hallberg, founder of the Smokehouse Winery/ 
Meadery and Bed & Breakfast near Sperryville, Virginia is in 
the midst of setting up a parallel project as an Appalachian 
dulcimer workshop/gathering place. “It is our intention to 
spread the word and make dulcimers accessible to people for 
viewing and listening; to have information on the makers and 
players of the instrument; and to present occasional dulcimer 
concerts.” You can contact John at www.smokehousewinery 
.com or smokehousewinery@earthlink.net. 


A group of dulcimer players is working to create a new 
festival in Connecticut to fill the vacuum left by the discon- 
tinuation of the Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration. The 
festival will include hammered and mountain dulcimers and 
possibly other instruments. To participate as a volunteer or 
helper or to present ideas contact Don Moore at Donsaw 
mill@aol.com. 


The Simple Sounds Music Shop in Shipshewana, 
Indiana, burned to the ground on February 28th. Owners 
Linda and Gary Zeyre are looking into rebuilding. They will 
continue their on-line orders until they can reopen. There 
were about fifteen businesses in the building and all were 
lost. You can contact Linda and Gary at www.simplesounds 
.com. [Thanks to Maureen Sellers and Gail West for letting 
us know.] @ 


NETWORKING 


Closing dates for the 
August—October 2004 DPN 

(To be mailed to subscribers in 
mid-July) 

Information for News & Notes, 
Letters, Music Exchange, etc: 
May. Sth 

Unclassified Ads: May. 5th 
Display Ads: May. Sth (space 
reservation), May. 15th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


Display Ads: 

1/12 page $35 1/6 page $70 
1/4 page $105 1/3 page $140 
1/2 page $200 Full page $400 
Inside back cover $450 
Outside back cover (‘4 page) 
$290 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


For inquiries concerning interviews 
and articles, contact us for details and 
a style sheet. Unsolicited manuscripts 
are welcome. For returns of manu- 


scripts, photos, or artwork, please 
enclose a stamped envelope; other- 


wise DPN is not responsible for their 
eventual fate. The DPN reserves the 
right to edit all manuscripts for length 
and clarity. The opinions expressed 
therein are not necessarily those of the 
Dulcimer Players News. 


Technical Dulcimer Questions 
Sam Rizzetta 

Rizzetta Music 

PO Box 530 

Inwood, WV 25428 

Recordings and Books for Review 
Neal Walters 

12228 Hollowell Church Road 
Greencastle, PA 17225 


Dulcimer Players News 
PO Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22604 


UPS address: 
202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 


Dulcimer Clubs Heidi Muller 


“One of the dulcimer 
community's best song- 
writers and performers” 
Dulcimer Players News 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Songbooks 


So Sang the SoSang the River, Songs 


: i of Bill Staines, Vol. 1-$25 
Pennsylvania South Dakota ‘ Rive r 18 songs, 36 tab arrange- 
The Strung Out South Dakota Hammered Dulcimer ments for both singing and 
Polly L. Lewis Meadow Larks TA Sg 

y i . : re J companion CD. Includes 
RR4 Box 938 Norwood BayBridge River, Roseville Fair, Sweet 


Mifflintown PA 17059 306 Lake Drive A on i Wyoming Home and other 
BSC, SD 57216 a favorites 
Michigan 605-862-7926 odeeaaa Dance with Orion — $15 


12 original songs and tunes 


Fretted Dulcimer Society ezstrawberry@yahoo.com mick; a0 
: E sbi z : , ous) for mountain dulcimer by 

Jen Call for meeting information : SE Heidi Muller. includes 
Midland, MI ~L Cassiopeia, My Old Cat, 

lope Jig, Methow Suite. 
989-923- 1428 Jackalope Jig, Methow Suite. 
sinemairead@ earthlink.net Gypsy Wind and other CDs are available for $15. 
Every other Saturday See Heidi's website for details and sound clips. 


Please add shipping of $3 for orders of $15;$4 for 
$25-$30; and $5 for $40-$60. 
For orders and information on Heidi's other 
recordings, performances and workshops please 
contact: 


Heidi Muller, PO Box 76 
Hope, NJ 07844, (206)528-2526 
www.heidimuller.com 


Stringalong 


Workshops 


J 
H 


4 a fr"; | c /g 
-|1/th, 2004 
TAT A Te JU Nationally Known 

Dulcimer Artists 
On a 


Wisconsin Lake 


1 hour from Milwaukee & Chicago 


Week-long intensive, inspiring workshop with master teacher 
Steve Schneider on a private island near Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 
Focused instruction, master classes, private lessons, 
and pampered treatment. A maximum of six students creates 

a unique and highly personalized learning experience. Stringalong Weekends 


Students must be comfortable in open boats. 
: ‘ May 28-31, 2004 
“Northern Lights is a beacon for “Tt will be very difficult to go anywhere else after ; ~~ = 
: ; ih Ain ai : Nov. 5—7, 2004 
March 4-6, 2005 


some of us in the dark.” — GB this for a dulcimer workshop.” 


Costs: $800-$900 includes meals, lodging & stargazing. 
For more information, contact: UW- Milwaukee Folk Center 


northernlights@steveschneider.com or 1-888-DULCIMER @ 1 (800) 636-FOLK 
http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/Folk 


Musical Reviews 


Neal Walters 


“Dulcimer Jim” is a former Winfield 
champion on mountain dulcimer and I 
first became acquainted with his music 
when he was featured in a DPN inter- 
view in 1984. At that time he was living 
in Laguna Beach, California and making 
dulcimers. He’s since relocated to 
Arkansas and added the hammered dul- 
cimer to his bag of tricks. Fusion— Lost 
and Found is a double CD re-release of 
two of his earlier recordings, Song for a 
Dawn and Dulcimer Fusion, recorded on 
vinyl in the 1980’s. Jim was always ahead 
of his time and these thirty-two mostly 
original songs and tunes sound as fresh 
and sparkling today as they seemed back 
then. Jim plays mandolin, mandola, and 
guitar in addition to dulcimer and gets 
help from a talented group of studio 
musicians on the ten selections taken 
from Song for a Dawn. The twenty-two 


New Release by Lorinda Jones 


Mel Bay Presents 
Dulcimer A La Mode 


9 Lenten jane 


selections from Dulcimer Fusion feature 
Jim recorded live with some percussion 
and bass backup. This is great music that 
should be in everyone’s collection. 
Highly recommended. 


The Wright Family has been leading a 
robust revival of old-time music in East 
Texas. Jerry, Margaret, Lloyd and Hollis 
fell in love with the sound of the dulcimer 
after their first visit to Mountain View, 
Arkansas and have since spent a signifi- 
cant portion of their free time learning at 
the feet of their musical heroes. They 
then impart the music to hundreds of 
their friends who comprise the dulcimer 
community in and around Texas. The 
Old Country Church, is an all-gospel 
recording that gives them another chance 
to share their music with all of us. With 
help from their friends— including Don 
Pedi, Charles Whitmer, Steve Heiser, 
Calvin and the late Polly Williams, Gor- 
don White, and Ken Ryan —they’ve 
produced another “down home” gem of 
honest and soul-sustaining music. This is 


the 8th Annual 


Book and CD 


Take the mystery out of modal 
tunings and playing! 
Arrangements and instructions 
Sor playing in DAA, DAG, DAD, 


and DAC tunings. Traditional 
iy tunes selected for each mode. 


Accompanying CD plays the 
tuning notes and each tune. 


a great recording for anyone who enjoys 
playing the dulcimer and singing the old 
songs or simply meeting with dulcimer 
club-mates to share the excitement and 
enjoyment of making music. Listen to 
these folks make the kind of music that 
makes everyone want to join in and “feel 
the love.” 


Steve Eulberg is probably one of the 
busiest and most prolific dulcimer play- 
ers around. He has a substantial number 
of recordings, an abundance of teaching 
credits, and produces a book or two 
every time I turn around. He plays ham- 
mered and mountain dulcimers in addi- 
tion to acoustic and classical guitar, 
mandolin, percussion, piano, recorders, 
and bowed psaltery. He was the cover 
boy on the Summer 2002 edition of 
DPN, and not long ago had a CD fea- 
tured on NPR’s Ail Songs Considered 
Open Mic feature, which gives voice to 
independent musicians. His new book 
*Iwas in the Moon of Wintertime: 
Christmas in a Mellow Mode 


Sweetwater presents 


...a week-long music camp for adults 


july 4-9 2004 


Urbana, Ohio at Urbana University 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER TABLATURE BOOKS Y Extended Mountain Dulcimer workshops: 


Dulcimer A La Mode, Book & CD, $19.95 
Mel Bay Publication 
Leam To Play The Mountain Dulcimer, Books | & Ii $15.00 
A Design For Success, $15.00 


Send check payable to: 
Lorinda Jones 
PO Box 123 Rineyville, KY 
40162 
s&h all orders $2.00 
losnotes@infionline.net 


ALSO AVAILABLE, $15.00 
No Shadows CD 


Cottages & Castles CD 
Midwinter's Feast CD 
Night Cap CD 


Beginner/Novice Tag Team - Shari Wolf, Cindy Funk 
Intermediate Tag Team - Louise Ziegler, Brenda Vetter 


5 _Intermediate/Advanced Tag Team - Shelley Stevens, Lee Rowe 


Dulcimer Building Workshop - Art Burmeister 


For more info, contact Sweetwater — (937) 473-5176 
shadygrove@sweetwaterfolk.com 
www.sweetwaterfolk.com 


tit Soon Dlayer 


The Russell Cook Edition: A 16-16 fully chromatic instrument with all the trimmings; 
Exquisite tone and absolutely superb craftsmanship! All the options Russell would include if he went to 
the workshop and built one for himself! 
The Ultralight: 16-15 or 16-15c¢. Our signature instrument - known for its 
amazingly light weight (about | 4 Ibs.), durability and range. 
Just like Russell used to build only better! 
The Full Sized HD: 15-14 with over 3 octave range - known for its big sound in a petite sized 
instrument weighing less than | 2 Ibs. Same tapered soundboard and Rosewood bridges 
as the larger instruments! 


The Student Instrument: 12-11 or 12-1 1m. A wonderfully built small, 
portable instrument with rich tones for its size. 


The Soprano HD: 16 -15 tuned an octave higher than normal. Perfect for Christmas music and 
adding depth to arrangements. This pint-sized instrument weighs only 6 | /2 lbs and holds its 


tuning like nothing you've ever seen! Waster Oyen 
Don't take our word for it.... Play one today! 


Wood 'N Strings / Master Works 888-752-9243 www.woodnstrings.com Hond-crafad Mica Instrwments design by Resstell Cook 


TNS ct, Master Works Rp 

SAWDUST ate” " Sawdust Dulcimer Festival “yy. 
a aN / vv 

FEST Tl October 1, 2 & 3, 2004 


9 National Champions including: 
Atwater-Donnelly - Josh Goforth - Bonnie Carol - Guy George - Don Pedi - Lloyd Wright 
Larry Conger - The Wright Family - Russell Cook - Karen Daniels - Princess Harris 
Dan Landrum - David Moran & Joe Morgan - Cliff Moses - Scott Odena « Quintin Stephens 
Sweet Song String Band - Linda Thompson - Casey Miles - Bill Thurman - Melodye Whatley 
Pheyland Barthen - Red River Valley Storytelling Outfit 


Mark your calendar today! 


October 1, 2, & 3, 2004 + Bennington, OK 
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SWEET SONG STRING 22ND. 


| MICHAEL SHUL 


LARRY CONGER 


Se 
| Master Works 
Hammer Dulcimers, 
Bowed Psalteries 
é Zithers 


Phen Seifert 
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Mountain) Touleimers 


www. paris com 888-752-9243 
yi8ol, ee ij 5. Arlington, TX 1X 76001 


(packaged with an accompanying CD) is 
Vol. 3 in his Dulcimer-Friendly Worship 
series, and is designed to make hymns 
accessible to players with some basic 
experience. All of these carols are in a 
minor mode (hence the “mellow” appel- 
lation in the title) and, with only a cou- 
ple of exceptions, Steve presents them in 
the D-A-C tuning, tabbed for mountain 
dulcimer along with standard notation. 
The tunes are Christmas carols, but 
Steve points out that they are suitable 
for “all phases of the winter moon.” The 
presentation in the book is attractively 
done by Mel Bay and there are several 
appendices that make the book a good 
resource. The hymns come from many 
cultures and range from the well-known 
to the uncommon. The accompanying 
CD stands on its own as a recording 
you'll want to play every Christmas. 


Tina Bergmann and Bryan Thomas’ 
All Roads Lead Home is their second 
album as a duo. Tina’s hammered dul- 
cimer playing is excellent and Bryan’s 
bass playing is equally skillful and inven- 
tive. Brad Bolton adds some great guitar 
accompaniment on a couple of tunes as 
well. The material is well arranged and 
played, and very entertaining. Tunes 
(Swinging on a Gate), jazz standards 
(Ellington’s Rockin’ in Rhythm), old 
time (Oklahoma Rooster/Hog Trough 
Reel), world music (La Partida, La 
Llorona, Galician Waltz), classical 
(Gigue, Drume Negrita), Celtic (Maggie 
Brown’s Favorite) and contemporary 
music (Karen’s Theme, Breiz). Bryan 
shines on a couple of solo bass pieces 
and his playing on Karen’s Theme is an 
example of exquisite interplay between 
the dulcimer and bass. Tina and Bryan 
really have found their voice as a musical 
partnership on this recording. 


Merrily Greet the Time by Maggie 
Sansone and Sue Richards, celebrates the 
time between harvest’s end and Epiphany 
with a set of tunes and songs that are ide- 
ally suited to the harp and hammered 
dulcimer. Maggie Sansone is a great play- 
er and is founder and CEO of Maggie’s 
Music, with over fifty recordings in the 
catalog. Sue Richards is a four-time win- 
ner of the Scottish Harp Competition. 


Connie McKenna on vocals, Karen Ash- 
brook on Irish flute, whistle, and ham- 
mered dulcimer and Ralph Gordon on 
bass contribute outstanding support. 
Maggie’s (and Karen’s) hammered dul- 
cimer playing is of the most interest to 
our readership and you will not be disap- 
pointed. The music illustrates the holiday 
theme so beautifully, as explained at 
length in the detailed liner notes by 
Robert Aubrey Davis. The album title 
comes from a broadside ballad published 
in the 17th century which finishes “to 
drive the cold winter away.” I can think of 
nothing better than sitting in front of a 
roaring fire with “a cup and a song” and 
this album on the CD player. 


Fusion/Lost and Found ¢ Jim Fyhrie, 
5064 CR 152, Japa aa AR 72632, 
501-253-9817, jfdulcimer@aol.com. (CD) 
The Old Country Church ° The Wright 
Family, c/o Jerry Wright, 4328 os 
Bellaire, TX 77401, 713-432-4058 
pickin@aol.com. (CD) — 
"Twas In the Moon of Wintartine » 
Steve Eulberg, Ow! Mountain Music, Inc., 
1015 S. Taft Hill Rd #144, Fort Collins, 
CO 802521, steve@owimntnmusic.com, 
www.owImntnmusic.com. (Book/CD) 
All Roads Lead Home ¢ Tina Bergmann 
and Bryan Thomas, Blue Heron 
Productions, 6370 Lakeview Drive, 
Ravenna, OH 44266, 330-677-0208, 

_ http://AllRoadsLeadHome.com. (CD). 


Merrily Greet the Time * Sue Richards 


and Maggie Sansone, Maggie's Music, 
PO Box 490, Shady Side, MD 20764, 
www.maggiesmusic.com. (CD) 


PATTYFEST 2004 


AN @LD-TIME 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 


In Honor of Patty Looman 
Mentor, Teacher, Song-catcher, Friend 
5 


Workshops Open Stage Jammin’ 
Square Dance Food Vendors Invited 
4 
Saturday, June 12, 2004 
Morgantown, WV 
304-864-0105 Patty Fest@westco.net 
www.PattyFest.org 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
FIDDLE CAMP 


Plan your summer vacation in 
the cool high country of 
Colorado; study, and play 
music. Six classes and daily 
jams in which you may 


study any combination of: 


HAMMERED & 
FRETTED 
DULCIMER & 
WITH 
BONNIE CAROL 


In addition to all styles of fid- 
dle, piano, cello, singing, dane, 
guitar, flute, mandolin & banjo. 


Jamming » Concerts » Dances 
Outdoors Acvitities 
Non-stop FUN! $595 covers 
7 days of food, lodging, 
instruction, and activities. 


Camp runs for 2 weeks from 


AUGUST 8-22 


1 1/2 hours west of Denver just outside 
Rocky Mountain National Park 


www.RMFiddle.com 


www.BonnieCarol.com 
(303) 258-7763 


GREAT vibrations at the 


30th 
Annual 


DULCIMER 
DAYS 


May 14, 15 & 16 


Join Historic Roscoe Village in the celebration of 30 
years of exceptional dulcimer music and intense com- 
petitions! Hosted by Roscoe Village and held at nearby 
Coshocton Lake Park Pavilion, the Dulcimer Days 
festival features the Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer 
Championships (Hammered & Mountain). Guests may 
participate in hammered & mountain dulcimer, bowed 
psaltery, harp, vocal, and guitar workshops; a Dulcimer Club 
Concert; open, vocal, and duet contests; and a Saturday 
evening concert featuring Katie Waldren (Blue Mounds, WI) 
on mountain dulcimer and Dan Landrum (Signal Mountain, 
TN) on hammered dulcimer. Don’t miss our special tribute to 
the friendship of the late Art Nicholas and Dana Vibberts, 
two wonderful musicians and long-time friends of Roscoe Village, 
on Sunday, May 16. 


All performances & contests are held at the Pavilion at 
nearby Lark Park. Events begin Friday at 12 noon with 
scheduled workshops. Entertainment begins 
Friday at 7 p.m. with the Dulcimer Club Concert. 


HISTORIC SATURDAY MAY 15 — 


9am Workshops at Lake Park 
11:30 am-3:30 pm Open Contest, Vocal Contest & 
Mountain Dulcimer Duet Contest 


3:30 pm Workshops at Lake Park 
7 pm Concert featuring Katie Waldren and Dan Landrum 


hy 
Contests 


Workshops 

Gospel Sing 

Jam Session 
Concert 


O% 


10 pm Open Jam Session 


& 
44, SUNDAY MAY 16 — 
SE Ohio just 9:45 am Gospel Sing 
off US 36. at 10:45 am Mid-Eastern Regional Mountain Dulcimer Championship 


Coshocton 12:30 pm Workshops at Lake Park 
: 2 pm Special Tribute to Art Nicholas and Dana Vibberts 
¥800.877.1830 3 pm Mid-Eastern Regional Hammered Dulcimer Championship 


: ~ ROSCOEVILLAGE.COM For registration information call 800-877-1830 
Restored 1800s Canal Town — Lodging + Shopping + Dining + Tours 


oa Events 


May 7-9 ¢ Decatur, AL 

Dulci-fest 2004, Point Mallard Camp- 
ground. MD, HD, other acoustic instru- 
ments. Jamming, open stage. Info: 
Morgan County Dulcimer Association, 
Janet Henderson, 18 Oak Hill Drive, 
Somerville AL 35670, 256-353-4239, 
jhendersonal@msn.com. 


May 14-16 ¢ Coshocton, OH 

28th Annual Dulcimer Days at Historic 
Roscoe Village. Mid-Eastern Regional 
Dulcimer Championships (MD, HD), 
workshops, jamming, exhibits, sales, con- 
cert. Info: Roscoe Village Foundation, 
381 Hill St., Coshocton, OH 43812. 
740-622-9310 or 800-877-1830. 
www.roscoevillage.com. 


May 21-22 ¢ Florence, AL 
Tennessee River Dulcimer Festival at 


Florence Coliseum. Jamming, open 


stage, vendors. Info:Gail Logan, 
256-247-0907, glogan4@bellsouth.net. 


May 21-23 ¢ Clarion, PA 

Clarion Folk College, held on the campus of 
Clarion University. Workshops (MD, 
HD, other instruments) with focus 

on group playing. Jam sessions and 
concerts. Info: Kris Stiglitz, Clarion 
University, Clarion PA 16214, 
814-393-2227, www.simplegiftsmusic 
.com/cfe/. 


May 21-23 © Door County WI 

3rd Annual Celtic Cafe on the shores of 
Lake Michigan. Weekend of Celtic, 
French & Belgian music instruction, 
jams, concert for HD,MD, other folk 
instruments. Info: Theresa Evans, 
920-854-7566, ptevans@dcwis.com. 


May 22 ¢ Shelbyville, IN 

Biue River Dulcimer Festival, Shelby County 
Fairgrounds. HD, MD. Concerts, work- 
shops, vendors. Info: Shelby Co. 
Historical Society, 52 W. Broadway, 
Shelbyville IN 46176, 317-392-4634, 
grover@shelbynet.net. 


EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 
November — January issue: 


Events from the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 
Deadline: August Sth 


February — April issue: 
Events from 2nd weekend of Feb. 
through the 2nd weekend of May 

Deadline: November 5th 


I 
l 
I 
; 
I 
} 
May — July issue: | 
i 
| 
j 
: 
i 
j 


} Events from 2nd weekend of May 
through Labor Day weekend — 
This is our largest yearly calendar 

| Deadline: February 5th 


August - October issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 
i through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
| Deadline: May 5th 
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Continued on next page. 
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VON SHIES. ANGERS, ISIN 


Ireland’s only festival for mountain and hammered dulcimer players! 


Make your own dulcimer, meet musicians from around the world, 


share your talents in colourful Cork City! Beginners welcome. 


JUNE 25-27, 2004 
CORK, IRELAND 


WW W.CORKDULCIMERFEST.ORG 
Phone «355 87 9039564 


New for 2004! 


Ozark Folk Center Celebrity Concert Series 
Featuring Today's Most Celebrated Americana Music Stars! 


¢ The Bld Crow Medicine Show * May 22 
News Grand Ble Opry Favorites. Admission $10. 


¢ The Jerry Douglas Band * May 29 
In conjunction with the Resophonic Guitar Festival: Classes, 
Workshop and Concerts with Steve James and Johnny "B" Bellar. 
Blues and Country, Botileneck and Lap-Slide. Concert Admission 
$15. (May 28 and 29 Festival Class Enrollment $110). 


Note: Season pass holders receive a 50% discount for Celebrity Series 
Concerts (one discounted tickei per pass). Advanced tickets become 
available approximately four weeks prior to each Celebrity Concert. All 
fickets are General Admission, no reserved seating. No lodge discounts. 


Enjoy our newly renovated Dry Creek Lodge and Skillet Restaurant. 


Call or write for brochure 
or information. 

P.O. Box 500 
Mountain Views, AR 72560 
870-269-3851 
1-866-898-1035 (U/T1) 
www .ozarkfolkcenter.com 


_) “Oh Brother, Here We Are!” 
Been Here All Along! 


, “Hoag a» : ) 


asses in 7 Sings ving & S 
shuts, :* “oa 


July 4-10, Sing Swing 8 stri ig Week ¢ July 4-10, Dulcimer Week ¢ July 11-17, Celtic Week 
July 18-24, prio ce Lab ¢ July 18-24, Old-Time Music & Dance Week 
July 25-31, eptenparery Folk Week * July 25-31, Guitar Week 


i \ fice for a FREE.catalog: The’Swannanioa- Gathering, 
ison College, POBox-9000 Asheyille, NC 28815-9006 
a origewatren- -wilson.edu ¢ Website: www. tswangathering.c com 


May 23-24 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Continuing Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


May 28-30 « Lisbon, OH 

Dulci-More Festival. Concerts, workshops, 
mini-concerts, and more. (MD, HD) 
Info: Bill Schilling, 984 Homewood Ave., 
Salem, OH 44460-3816. 330-332-4420. 
www.dulcimore.org. 


May 28-31 ¢ East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Dulcimer concerts, 
workshops, singing, and dancing at 
YMCA Camp Edwards. Bring or rent an 
instrument. Info: UWM Folk Center, 
Ann Schmid, PO Box 413, Milwaukee, 
WI 53201. 800-636-FOLK (3655). 
www.uwm.edu/Dept/Folk/. 


May 28-31 © Seattle WA 

Northwest Folklife Festival. 2004 Musical 
Instrument Makers Showcase. Info: 
Corrine Anderson, 305 Harrison St., 
Seattle WA 98109, 206-684-7327, 
corrine@nwfolklife.org. 


May 29-30 Japan 

Minori Dulcimer & Autoharp Festival at 
Ueno Ranch. HD, MD, Autoharp. 
Japan’s only outdoor festival. Info: 
Masahiko Ueno, Ueno Stabe, 692 
Noba, Minori, Ibaragi 319-0134 Japan, 
+81 299-48-4141, amtec@m2.pbc.ne.jp. 


May 30-June 5 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: 
John C, Campbell Folk School, One 


Folk School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 


800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


June 4-5 ¢ Owensboro, KY 

Yellowbanks Dulcimer Festival at English 
Park. HD, MD. Concerts, workshops, 
crafts, food, and vendors. Info: 
Yellowbanks Dulcimer Society, Thelma 
Newman, 4113 Masonwoods Lane, 
Owensboro KY 42303, 270-684-1631, 
oboro69@bellsouth.net. 


June 4-6 ¢ Greensburg, PA 


Chestnut Ridge Dulcimer Festival. MD, HD. 


Workshops and concert at the Univ. of 
Pittsburgh, Greensburg. Info: Don and 
Betty Brinker, 4889 Route 982, Latrobe, 


Lois Slarrbostall 


Mountain Duleimer 
Musie & Instruction 


Over 25 years of 
experience as a 
Festival 
Performer, 
Workshop 
Instructor, 
Recording Artist, 
Author, 
Artist-in-Schools 


"One of the most influential mountain dulcimer 
performers, teachers & organizers in the country... 
an inspiration to an entire generation of dulcimer 
players."...Dulcimer Players News 


"Lois is an incredible talent. When | sit and play the 
music with her | see and hear the passion she has 
for it.”...Al Berard 1992 Cajun Fiddler of the Year 


For bookings and CD/book orders visit Lois's 
NEW WEBSITE http://www. loishornbostel.com 
Or write to Lois Hornbostel, P.O. Box 907, 
Bryson City, NC 28713 <Ldulc@gte.net> 
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PA 15650. 724-539-7983, dwbrinker.pacol 
.net, www.chestnutridgefest.com. 


June 6 ¢ NJ (call for site info) 

French Creek Dulcimer Retreat. Jams, work- 
shops, concerts and dancing. Info: 
Greater Pinelands Dulcimer Society, 
Mary Carty, PO Box 292, Rancocas NJ 
08073-9998, 856-231-8588, basket@ 
net-gate.com. 


June 6-9 ¢ Gatlenburg, TN 

Appalachian Dulcimer Memories Weekend. 
Jams, workshops, concerts. Info: 
Maureen Sellers, 812-946-9094, Maureen 
Sellers@aol.com, Eight Gables Inn, 
865-430-3344. 


June 6-12 ¢ Mars Hill, NC 

Blue Ridge Old-Time Music Week. MD. 
Classes, concerts, and jamming. Info: 
Mars Hill College, PO Box 6785, 
Mars Hill NC 28754. 828-689-1167, 
conferences@mhc.edu, www.mhce. 
edu/oldtimemusic. 


Continued on next page. 


Come take a “giant step” in your dulcimer playing skills and 


have a great time to boot! 


THE 5TH ANNUAL 


WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER WEEK 


Cullowhee, North Carolina 
Sunday, June 20 - Friday, June 25, 2004 


PERFORMER-INSTRUCTORS: 


Gary Gallier © Sue Carpenter ¢ Bill Taylor ¢ Steve Eulberg ¢ Janita Baker ¢ Robert Force 
Betty Smith ¢ Don Pedi * Bob “Hutch” Hutchinson ¢ Kenneth Bloom ¢ Anne Lough 
Ralph Lee Smith ¢ John Huron © Wayne Seymour ® Lois Hornbostel ¢ Jim Miller 
Mike Anderson ® Carilyn Vice * Ben Seymour * Flora MacDonald Gammon 
Quintin Stephens ® Joel Paul ¢ George Haggerty ® Marc Mathieu ... and more! 


CLASSES & EVENTS: 

Nine Morning Playing Skills Courses (12 contact hours) * Special Course with Janita Baker on “Musicianship & 
Arranging” * Special Course with Kenneth Bloom on “Bowing the Mountain Dulcimer” * Dulcimer Building Course with 
John Huron ¢ 60 Hours of Two-Hour Afternoon Workshops * Get-Acquainted Dinner & Activities Sunday Night * More 
than 30 Daytime and Evening Jam Sessions in Different Skill Levels * Youth, Dulcimer Teacher’s and Dulcimer Traditions 
Scholarships * Two Super Evening Staff Concerts * Participants’ Open Stage ¢ Play in our Dulcimer Orchestra * Dulcimer 
Marketplace * Economical Tuition, Meals & On-Campus Housing * Free Campus Shuttle Bus Service 


For your catalog and registration form (to be mailed in February) contact: Continuing Education & Summer School, Western 
Carolina University, 138 Outreach Center, Cullowhee, NC 28723 or e-mail hensley@weu.edu or visit our website http:// 
cess.wcu.edu/dulcimer, For information on curriculum or staffing, contact Lois Hornbostel, Mountain Dulcimer Week 
Director, P. O. Box 907, Bryson City, NC 28713 or Ldulc @ gte.net 


June 8-13 ¢ Colorado River, UT 

Moons & Tunes. River running, desert 
strolling, camping—and music. 
Professional guides, boats, gourmet food 
provided. Info: Bonnie Carol, 15 
Sherwood Rd., Nederland CO 80466, 
303-258-7763. www.BonnieCarol.com. 


June 11-13 ¢ Montgomery, AL 

Montgomery Dulcimer Players 5th Annual 
Jam & Campout at Gunter-Hill Corps of 
Engineers Campground. Potluck supper, 
jamming, open stage. Info: Betty Reeves, 
334-271-0671, Dulcimergran933@aol 
com. 


June 14 ¢ Morgantown, WV 

PattyFest. Old-time music festival in 
honor of Patty Looman. Camp Muffly, 
south of Morgantown. HD, MD, other 
instruments. Workshops, concerts, 
vendors. Jeff Fedan, Rt. 1 Box 111, 
Masontown WV 26542, 304-864-0105, 
rocks@westco.net. 


June 18-20 ¢ Fenton, Mi 

Friends and Family Campout, sponsored by 
the Silver Strings Dulcimer Society at 
Meyers Lake Methodist Campground. 
Jams, workshops, and crafts. Info: 
George Gonyo, PO Box 1116, Garden 
City, MI 48136, ggonyo@people.com. 


June 18-20 ¢ Houghton, NY 

The Heart of the Allegheny’s Music Fest. 
Workshops (HD, MD), jamming, 
country dancing, concerts. Info: Lucinda 
Durkee, 716-676-2260, cparry11@ 
juno.com. 


June 19 * Corydon, IN 

Old Capitol Traditional Music Festival. 
Workshops, open stage, concerts, jam- 
ming. Info: Nancy Meisner, 3605 Lagle 
Lane, Depauw IN 47115, 812-347-2447. 


June 19-20 * Coshocton, OH 

Annual Olde Time Music Festival at Historic 
Roscoe Village. MD, HD. Workshops, 
jamming, exhibits, sales, concert. Info: 
Roscoe Village Foundation, 381 Hill St., 
Coshocton, OH 43812. 740-622-9310 or 
800-877-1830. www.roscoevillage.com. 
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June 20-25 ¢ Cullowhee, NC 

Mountain Dulcimer Week at Western Carolina 
University. Courses for all levels. 
Repertoire classes, concerts, open stage. 
Info: Continuing Ed & Summer School, 
WCU Outreach Center, Cullowhee NC 
28723. 828-277-7397. http://cess.wcu.edu/ 
dulcimer. 


June 25-27 ¢ Calabasas, CA 

Summer Solstice Folk Music, Dance, & 
Storytelling Festival. MD, HD. Workshops, 
singing, dancing, storytelling and concerts 
on campus of Soka University. Info: 
California Traditional Music Society, 
4401 Trancas Place, Tarzana, CA 91356- 
5399. 818-817-7756, info@ctmsfolk 
music.net, www.ctmsfolkmusic.net. 


June 25-27 Altamont, NY Old Songs 
Festival of Traditional Music and Dance. 
Altamont Fairgrounds. Concerts, 
dancing, workshops, family activities 
(MD, HD). Info: Old Songs, Inc., P.O. 
Box 399, Guilderland, NY 12084. 
518-765-2815. www.oldsongs.org. 


Continued on next page. 
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Concerts, Workshops, Ven 


Crafts, Food, Limited R.V. Parking 
Host Motel is Sleep Inn for Special Rates 


phone 270 691-6200 


Admission Free 


Produced in Cooperation with the Owensboro-Daviess County Tourist Commission 


For More Information: 4 
(270) 684-1631 4113 Mason Woods Ln. 


Owensboro, Ky. 42303 


SE a a 


oboro69@bellsouth.net 


Owensboro, Kentucky 


Susan Trump 
Rick Thum 
Sweetwater 

The Gallier Bros. 


English Park 
4 and 5, 2004 


Don't Mi 


dors, 


Thelma Newman 


Concert & Workshops on 
™ Hammered Dulcimer & 


Mountain Dulcimer & 


Guy George 


Friday April 30 - Mini-concert, dance, jamming 
Saturday May] - Workshops, Evening Concert 
Sunday May 2 - Morning Hymn Sing 
For Information: Wyoming Dulcifest c/o David Savage 

33 Fleming Road, Wyoming, OH 45215 


513 821-7266 


E-mail: davidsavage@earthlink.net 


Greater Cincinnati area hotels and camping are nearby 


We invite you to join us in historic Bardstown, Kentucky for a wonderful week, 
filled with classes, jam sessions, concerts, workshops, and so very much more! 


Kentucky Music Week, 


June 27 — July 2 
Nationally known instructors teach all levels, and you may choose 
up to five classes a day with a variety of instructors! Customize 
your week to fit your needs and ENJOY! 

Fretted Dulcimer ~ Susan Trump, Larry Conger, Tull Glazener, 
Stephen Seifert, Linda Brockinton, Maureen Sellers, Heidi Muller, 
Fred Meyer, Michael LeCompte, and Jeff Miller. 
Hammered Dulcimer ~ Rick Thum, Ken Kolodner, Sam Rizzetta, Guy 
George, Molly McCormack, and Jim Miller. 

Autoharp ~ (all levels) Les Gustafson-Zook, 

Vocal Classes ~ (Harmony Singing, Song Writing) Pam Temple 

uitar and Mandolin ~ Spencer Funk, 

Tin Whistle ~ Guy George Native American Flute ~ Dale Palmer 
Easy Music Theory, Ear Training, and Jammin’ ~ Jim Miller 
Banjo and Country Dancing ~ Greg Jowaisas 
Baskets ~ Mary Carty Pottery and Gourd Art ~ Anne Zabenco 


Wagon Wheel Rug Making and Felt Making ~ Martha Richard 


Over 75 classes to choose from, afternoon mini-workshops including Steel Drum and 
harmonica, evening activities: Instructor Concert, Participant Concert, Campground 
Luau, 1940 Train Ride Jam, Old Time Barn Dance and Cake Walk! A KMW Festival 
Store is open during the day and a separate Kids' Camp runs parallel to adult classes. 


Classes are held in an air-conditioned facility, all on one floor with 
close-up parking. Our host hotel is the Days Inn 502-348-9253, and 
host campgrounds are White's 502-348-9677 and Holt's 502-348-6717. 


For more information, write, call or email KMW, P. O. Box 86, 
Bardstown, KY 40004; 502-348-5237: KYTreeF aol.com or 


visit our web site: www.texas.net/~square1/kmw. 


NOTE: Kentucky Music Weekend dates are July 23 - 25 with the 
Kentucky Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer Championship contests! 
Don't miss this wonderful FREE Louisville, Kentucky event! 


June 25-27 ¢ Waynesville, OH 

Old Tyme Music Festival at Caesar’s 
Creek Pioneer Village. Concerts, open 
stage, workshops for MD, banjo, guitar, 
fiddle, and more. Info: John Noftsger, 
PO Box 224, Spring Valley, OH 45370. 


937-862-5551, jnoftsger@edldayton.com, 


www.caesarscreekvillage.org. 


workshops, Sunday morning service and 
open mike concert at Benner’s Meadow 
Campground. Info: Brett Ridgeway, 
724-329-4097, fbridgeway@juno.com. 


June 25-27 ¢ Cork, Ireland 

2004 Cork Dulcimer Festival. (HD, MD) 
Workshops, sessions, open mike, con- 
certs, and more. Info: Christie Burns, 
+353(0)879039564, christie@cork 
dulcimerfest.org, www.corkdulcimer 
fest.org. 


June 26-July 2 ¢ Blue Mt. Lake, NY 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium XXI. MD, 
HD, fiddle classes. Singing, percussion 
workshops, concerts, jams, and dulcimer 


building workshop. Info: David Moore, 
PO Box 358, Annapolis Junction, MD 
20701, info@nedulcimer.org, http:// 
nedulcimer.org. 


June 27—July 2 © Bardstown, KY 

Kentucky Music Week. Instruction in MD, 
HD, other instruments, basket making, 
and singing. Also see July 23th listing. 
Concerts. Info: Nancy Barker, Box 86, 
Bardstown, KY 40004. 502-348-5237, 
www.texas.net/~square 1/kmw. 


June 27—July 9 ¢ Westminster, MD 

Common Ground on the Hill. Includes MD, 
HD. Two week-long sessions of instruc- 
tion, singing, songwriting, dance, percus- 
sion, and more. Info: Common Ground 


on the Hill, WMC, Western MD College, 


Westminster, MD 21157. 410-857-2771. 
www.commongroundonthehill.com. 


July 4-9 © Springfield, OH 

Shady Grove Appalachian Dulcimer Camp at 
Wittenberg University. MD instruction 
(all levels), concerts, jamming. Info: 
Sweetwater, PO Box 164, Covington, OH 
45318. 937-473-5176, shadygrove@sweet 


ap per Potomac 


Dalcimer 


Fall Festival 
September 10-12, 2004 
In Historic Shepherdstown, WV 


Workshops for Hammered Dulcimer at all levels, 
NEW mountain dulcimer classes, and a 
mixed-instrument Appalachian repertoire class 
with Critton Hollow String Band. | 
| Pentaring Special Guests: Critton Hollow String | 
Band, Sam Rizzetta, Madeline MacNeil, Patty | 
Looman, Karen Ashbrook, Ken Kolodner, and more. 
Look for cur New 
Upper Potomac 
Celtic Weekend 
October 22-24, 2004 
at the Historic Hilltop House Hotel 


In Harper’s Ferry, WV 
For information: call (304)263-2531 


www.dulcimerfest.org | 


The Third Annual 
Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


Maddie MacNeil -- Rob Brereton 
Mark Wade + Louise Ziegler 
Dan Dugan ++ Janita Baker 


July 25-30, 2004 
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waterfolk.com, www.sweetwaterfolk.com. 


July 4-31 © Swannanoa, NC 

The Swannanoa Gathering. Week-long 
workshops in the folk arts. Dulcimer 
Week (HD, MD) 7/4-10. Info: The 
Swannanoa Gathering, Warren Wilson 
College, PO Box 9000, Asheville, NC 
28815. 828-298-3434 or 828-771-3761. 
www.swangathering.org. 


July 10-11 ¢ Morris, IL 

Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival. MD, 
HD. Workshops, concerts, jamming, 
dancing, children’s activities. Info: Diane 
Ippel, PO Box 801, Morris IL 60450, 
708-331-6875. www.gwdf.org. 


July 10-11 ¢ Westminster, MD 

Common Ground American Music & Arts 
Festival. Music, singing, drumming, 
dance, multi-cultural foods and more. 
Info: Common Ground on the Hill, 
WMC, Westminster, MD 21157. 
410-857-2771. www.commonground 
onthehill.com. 


Continued on next page. 


Parkville, MO 


for information contact: Sharon Lindenmeyer 
405 Court * Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285 « sIndmyr@carrollsweb.com 
http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~hinrichs/heritage 


Janita Baker, Rob Brereton, & Madeline MacNeil 


are pleased to 


announce... 


rd 


Duicimer 


ruise the Mexican Riviera (departure from San 

Diego, California) on Royal Caribbean’s ship The 
Legend of the Seas. Visit the exotic ports of Cabo San 
Lucas, Mazatlan, and Puerto Vallarta. Royal Caribbean 
offers a wide variety of speciality restaurants and 
activities. In port, visit prehistoric ruins, waterfalls, 
snorkel in the warm waters or just relax on sandy 


RU! 8-15, 2004 


Jam sessions on deck, concerts, mountain dulcimer 
instruction, and the camaraderie and memories of an 
incredible dulcimer adventure await! 


Prices start at $850; reserve early! 

For Reservations and Cruise Details contact: 
Cruise Holidays, 56 Danbury Rd., 

New Milford, CT 06776 


beaches. 860-354-2669, 800-305-7447 


Common Ground on the Hill 2004 * 10th Anniversary 
Traditions Weeks: June 27-July 2 and July 4-9 


@ McDaniel College where traditional musicians, singers, artists, dancers 
and writers offer classes, workshops and performances, as they share 
and celebrate their art and cultures in search of “common ground.” 


Td 


Hammered Dulcimer: Sam Rizzetta, Bill Spence, 
Walt Michael, Sam Herrmann, Bill Troxler 
Mountain Dulcimer: Mark Nelson 


Pius instruction in: guitar, authoharp, banjo, mandolin, bass, 
fiddle, harmonica, harp, flute, pipes, singing, songwriting, 
gospel, dance and a broad offering of fine arts and crafts. 


~ American Music & Arts Festival 


July 10-11 @ the Carroll County Farm Museum. 
Arlo Guthrie, Ramblin’ Jack Elliott, Walt Michael & Co., 
Johnny Irion & Sarah Lee Guthrie, Bryan Bowers and 
much more on five stages of traditional roots music, 
dance, juried art & crafts, a family “World Village” 

and delicious multicultural foods! 


For Information and a Catalog contact: 


Common Ground on the Hill 


2 College Hill, McDaniel College, Westminster, MD 21157 
410-857-2771 cground@ais.net 
www.commongroundonthehill.org 


July 11—Aug. 15 © Elkins, WV 

Augusta Heritage Arts Workshops. MD, 
HD. Five weeks of classes, concerts, 
dances, etc. Info: Augusta Heritage 
Center, Davis & Elkins College, Elkins, 
WV 26241. 304-637-1209, www.augusta 
heritage.com. 


July 11-17 © Ontario, Canada 

Northern Lights HD Retreat near Sault St. 
Marie. Intermediate and advanced play- 
ers. Individual and group instruction. 
Info: Steve Schneider, 845-268-7102, 
northernlights@steveschneider.com. 


July 23-25 © Binghamton, NY 

Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering. MD, HD, 
autoharp. Workshops, concerts, open 
stage, contra-dancing, and jamming. 
Primitive camping available. Info: Ed 
Ware, 1259 Fowler Place, Binghamton, 
NY 13903-6036. 607-669-4653, 
www.CranberryDulcimer.com. 


DYVLLIANEK 


July 23-25 * Louisville, KY 

Kentucky Music Weekend. Concerts, work- 
shops, dances, and crafts at Iroquois 
Park. Hosts for the Kentucky State MD 
and HD Championships. Info: Nancy 
Barker, Box 86, Bardstown, KY 40004. 
502-348-5237, KY Tree Frog@aol.com, 
www.texas.net/~square 1/kmw. 


July 25-30 ¢ Kansas City, MO 

Heritage Dulcimer Camp, a week of 
study in MD and HD (all levels). 
Jam sessions, workshops, open stage, 
concerts. Info: Sharon Lindenmeyer, 
785-472-4285, slndmlyr@informatics 
-net, www.personal.ksu.edu/~3014 
tum/heritage. 


Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


July 25-31 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Dulcimer Celebration. MD, HD. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
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800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


July 26-29 ¢ Mit. View, AR 

Mountain Dulcimer Workshop at the 

Ozark Folk Center. Beginning and 
intermediate levels. Classes, jams, con- 
certs. Info: Ozark Folk Center, PO 

Box 500, Mountain View, AR 72560. 
870-269-3851, ozarkfolkcenter@ 
arkansas.com, www.ozarkfolk center.com. 


July 29-31¢ Houston, TX 

SAMFest features workshops for MD, 
HD, autoharp, fiddle, folk harp, guitar, 
pennywhistle, and more. Three evening 
concerts, jamming. Info: Peggy Carter, 
16142 Hexham Dr., Spring, TX 77379, 
281-370-8993, www.sam-fest.com. 


July 30—Aug 1 © Ferrisburg, VT 

Champlain Valley Folk Festival. MD. 
Kingsland Bay State Park. Concerts, 
dancing, workshops, storytelling, jam ses- 
sions, crafts, and more. Info: Champlain 
Valley Festival, 202 Main St., Burlington 
VT 05401, 877-850-0206, www.cvfest.org. 


Continued on next page. 
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OCTOBER 14-17, 2004 
NEW HARMONY, INDIANA 


NEAR EVANSVILLE IN BEAUTIFUL SOUTHERN INDIANA JUST SOUTH OF 1-64 


All Levels of Appalachian Dulcimer Instruction and More! 


eaturing 
Susan Trump- Stephen Seifert- Michael Shull- Lee Rowe- Maureen Sellers 
Molly Freibert —June Goforth —Louise Ziegler— Doug Felt— And More 
Sarah Elisabeth- Joseph Dean- The Lotus Dickey Story- Stephen Dickey - My Music, My Story- Sam Stone Maria Abell-Crecelius and Dave Crecelius 
Thursday Evening Pot Luck Supper -NEW!"! Friday afternoon workshops!!! Bonus Beginner Workshop on Thursday Evening - Sandy Huebel - Sound- Dan Hamilton-Hymn Sing- Don Allen 
Jam Barn with Barbara and Randy Snepp, Vicki & Tom Stuckert- Also- Pat Moss, Rich Harrison- Historic, Peaceful, Gorgeous Fall Color Setting in the tiny, quaint village of New Harmony. 


Several ticket prices available- Participant(All events)-Jamming & Concert, Lecture Seminars Only- Concert Only 
Sponsored in part with a grant from the Robert Lee Blaffer Trust -For information: Dulcimer Chautauqua On The Wabash, Inc, 4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150. 
& Saturday Night E-mail: Maureen Sel@AOLcom www.maureen@maureensellers.com -Room Reservalions- New Harmony Inn- 1-800-782-8605 


The Seventeenth Annual 


Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 
July 10° and 11 2004 
Gebhard Woods State Park, 


Morns, Illinois 


Information: (708) 331-6875 
HANDS, PO Box 801, Morns, IL 60450-0801 
wwwgudfor 
Performers to include: Mike Anderson, Tull Glazener, Neal Hellman, 
Diane Ippel with Rob Williams, The Lindseys, Bill Robinson 6£ Friends,Anna Stange, 
Rick Thum, Alex Usher, Kendra Ward && Bob Bence, 


and many more! 
Visit our website for further updates: wwwgwdp org 


Concerts — Workshops — Old Time Dance — Children s Activities — Instrument Ci 
Musical Recordings 6f Accessories — Food Vendors 


Sponsored by Hands of Illinois, Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting dulcimer music, in association 
with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the City of Morris. Partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council. 


«* Great River Road Festival 2004 


Pere Marquette State Park Lodge - Grafton, Illinois 


August 20-21-22 


Tull Glazener, Bill Taylor, Jim Miller 
Rick Thum, Karen Mueller, Steve Seifert 
Aubrey Atwater & Elwood Donnelly 


Evening Concerts - Workshops: Friday & Saturday - Vendors - Raffles 
Open Stage -Continuous Outdoor & Indoor Music - Jamming 
Festival Website: www.angelfire.com/il/gateway 


For general information, including registration forms, see our website or contact | si/ii/ii/| 
Sharon Hargus 618-651-8271 or hargus6S@hometel.com 1 1linois This program is partially 
For indoor lodging: Pere Marquette Lodge 618-786-2331 AIRTS _ supported by a grant 
or the Ruebel Hotel in Grafton 618-498-2315. Adjacent to the Lodge, State Park eoewe i from Illinois Arts 
camping is available call 618-786-3323 Visit our website for a complete listing. _}/!!!/!!/!!!! ale Council 


July 30-31 * Twinsburg OH 

Mountain Dulcimer Workshop at Gitter 
Picker String Factory. Beginner 
workshop. Info: Brett Ridgeway, 
fbridgeway@juno.com, 330-487-1171. 


July 30-Aug. 7 ¢ Mendeocino, CA 

Lark in the Morning World Music 

& Dance Camp. Workshops include 

HD, MD. Info: Lark Camp, PO 

Box 1176, Mendocino CA 95460, 
707-964-4826, http:/Avwww.larkcamp.com. 


August 1 Lake Zurich, IL 

Lake County Folk Festival at Paulus Park. 
Dulcimers, guitars, mandolins, banjos. 
Workshops, performances and jamming. 
Info: 847-540-5527. katemoretti@ 
comcast.net. 


August 2-5 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

Summer HD Workshop at the Ozark Folk 
Center. Beginning and intermediate 
levels. Classes, jams, concerts. Info: 
Ozark Folk Center, PO Box 500, 
Mountain View AR 72560. 870-269-3851, 
ozarkfolkcenter@arkansas.com, 
www.ozarkfolkcenter.com. 


August 6-7 * Twinsburg OH 

Hammered Dulcimer Workshop at Gitter 
String Factory. Beginner workshop. Info: 
Brett Ridgeway, fbridgeway@juno.com, 
330-487-1171. 


August 7 ¢ Santa Cruz, CA 

Redwood Dulcimer Day. MD workshops. 
Info: Janet Herman, 205 Jackson St., 
Santa Cruz CA 95060, 831-429-1691, 
fasola@cruzio.com, www.folkplanet 
.com. 


August 7 ¢ Cincinnati OH 

Cincinnati Dulcimer Celebration. HD, 

MD worshops and concert. Info: 
Cincinnati Dulcimer Celebration, PO 
Box 531111, Cincinnati OH 45253-1111, 
918-744-8928, dulcimerhouse@aol.com. 


August 8-15 ¢ Mexican Riviera 

Dulcimer Cruise on Royal Caribbean’s 
ship The Legend Of The Seas. Jam 
sessions and mountain dulcimer instruc- 
tion. Info: Cruise Holidays, 56 Danbury 
Rd., New Milford CT 06776, 
800-305-7447 or Dulcimer Players 
News, dpn@dpnews.com. 
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August 8-22 * Deckers, CO, 

Rocky Mountain Fiddle Camp. Week 2 
(8/15-22) includes HD workshops and 
concerts. Info: Mark Luther, 4785 E. 
Amherst Ave., Denver CO 80222, 
303-753-6870, MFLuther@aol.com, 
www.RMFiddle.com. 


August 12-15 ¢ Port Townsend, WA 

30th Annual Kindred Gathering just south of 
Port Townsend, WA. MD, but other 
instruments welcome. Workshops, con- 
cert. Info: Robert Force, 360-385-4003, 
force@wsu.edu. 


August 13-15 ¢ Farmington PA 

Laurel Highlands Mountain Dulcimer 
Workshop at Benner’s Meadow 
Campground. Beginner workshop. Info: 
Brett Ridgeway, fbridgeway@juno.com 
or Marylou Rohlf, 724-329-4097. 


Continued on next page. 


Special Features 


Writing, and much more. 


e Early Bird Discount 


always wanted to play. 


SAM Fes t 2004 summer Acoustic Music Festival 


July 29—31, 2004~Houston Texas 


Cypress Creek Christian Community Center 
6823 Cypresswood Drive ® Spring, TX 


RATE 


¢ 140 Workshops for: Mt. Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer, Guitar, 
Autoharp, Fiddle, penny whistle, Banjo, Singing, Slap Bass, Song 


¢ 3-hour Power Workshops on Thursday afternoon 


¢ Song Writing Workshops with Sia LaBelle 


e “Acoustic Madness”: Try out a variety of instruments you’ve 


For details visit www.sam-fest.com or call (281)370—9495 


Mt. Dulcimer 
Neal Hellman 
Tull Glazener 
Robert Force 
Steve Smith 
Nancy Price 
Cindy Wickiser 

Helen Johnson 


Hammer Dulcimer 
Dan Landrum 

Rick Thum 

Peggy Carter 

Josh Messick 

Guy George 


Autoharp: Karen Mueller 


Fiddle: Barbara Whitney 
Mary Ann Willis 
Shirley Koch 


SLIMLOLLIG, painyvas 


Shelby Co. In. 
Blue River May 22, 2004 
i Blue River Dulcimer Festival 
Shelby County Fairgrounds 
Shelbyville, IN 


28th ANNUAL 


C RAN SER. YT 


Performery 


+ Festival 
Nie: Cathy Bartow & Dave Parw 
Dow Pedi 
DULCIMER GATHERING Tull Glazener 
July 23, 24, 25, 2004 Guy George 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
Binghamton, New York Maureew SMery 
50 Workshops-2 Concerts-Hymn Sing-Dancing-Jamming and Shelby Co. Featured Artisty 
Recordings-Song Books—Instrumente-Cases-Accessories Kent Lockmaw and The Once N Awhile Stringband 
FEATURED PERFORMERS 
Jon Kay Fretted Dulcimer Musical Instrument and Supply Vendors Welcome 


Rick Fogel Hammered Dulcimer 
Eileen Kozloff Autoha 7 ° . : ee 
seueach ss Info: Shelby Co. Historical Society 
ED WARE 52 W. Broadway Shelbyville, IN. 46176 
1259 Fowler Place 317-392-4634 email: grover@lightbound.com 
Binghamton, NY 13903 (607) 669-4653 : ; 
e.ware@ieee.org 
Visit our website/register online: Concerts * Workshops * Inside and Outdoors * Food Available 
www.cranberrydulcimer.com Rain or Shine Bring Sweaters and Lawn Chairs 


10:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M. 


\ STEPHEN FOSTER 
~ FOLK CULTURE CENTER 


“STATE PARK 
_ THE Lanps, THE RIVER, THE TRADITIONS. 


Your FAVORITE MUSICIANS 
AT THE FLORIDA FOLK FESTIVAL 


Kevin Roth, John McCutcheon, Jan Milner, Susan Boyer-Haley, Ray Belanger 

and David Beede will join. other favorites over Memorial Day Weekend 

(May 28-30) at the Florida Folk Festival in White Springs. Advance ticket purchase 
is available at the Nature & Heritage Tourism Center. 


September 10-12, 2004 
Cooksburg, Pa & Clarion University 


Concerts * Jamming * Vendors 
All acoustic instruments are welcome 


Musical Artists: 
Kendra Ward & Bob Bence 
Mark Wade * Karen Mueller 
Mike Casey & Grey Larsen 
Simple Gifts * Out of the Blue 
Changeling * TUQ 
Lorraine & Bennett Hammond 
Charlie Burton * and Morel 


Enjoy the Festival, and then plan to attend the Suwannee Dulcimer Retreat 
November 12 and 13 for concerts, jam sessions and workshops with our nation’s 
best dulcimer players. 


1-877-6FL-FOLK + FLORIDAFOLKFESTIVAL.COM 


For more information on Florida, call toll-free 


1-888-7-FLA-USA or visit FLAUSA.com 


Workshops: HD * MD * Fiddle * Guitar 
Banjo * Mandolin * Flute/Whistle 


VISIT FLORIDA. 
Percussion * Singing * Clog Dancing 


Info: Kris Stiglitz 814-393-2227 


kstiglitz@clarion.edu 
www.simplegiftsmusic.com/cookforest 


August 20-22 « Mt. Laguna CA 

Gathering at Mt. Laguna. Workshops for 
dulcimer, harp, guitar, bowed psaltery, 
and more. Concert Saturday night. Info: 
Susan Raimond, PO Box 213, Mt. 
Laguna CA 91948. 619-473-1213. 
harphealer@yahoo.com. 


August 21 ¢ Cincinnati, OH 

Picnic at Keehner Park MD, HD, other 
instruments and their players invited for 
an afternoon of jamming and potluck. 
Info: Carol Campbell, 7605 Camargo 
Rd., Cincinnati OH 45243, 513-561-8502, 
Ccampbell@moeller.org. 


August 26-29 ¢ Midland, Mi 

Midland Dulcimer Festival at Midland 
Fairgrounds. HD, MD. Jamming, 
workshops, concerts. Info: John Skaryd, 
989-781-0849, skaryds@dulcimers.com or 
Margaret Loper, 989-684-1499, 
loperme@aol.com. 


August 27-29 ¢ West Dover, VT 

Dulcimer Daze. MD focus. Open stage, 
workshops and concerts. Info: Folk Craft 
Music, PO Box 88, Jacksonville, VT 


Madeline MacNeil 


Hammered Dulcimer 


Andrea Hoag 


Ken Lovelett 
Percussion 


Seven days of music and 


05342. 802-368-7437, swewater@ 
sover.net. 


August 27-29 ¢ Manitou Springs, CO 
Manitou Springs Mountain Music Festival 
with mountain and hammered dulcimer 
workshops and concerts. Info: Bud 

and Donna Ford, 740 Manitou Ave.., 
Manitou Springs, CO 80829, 
719-685-9655, dulcimer@adelphia.net. 


August 27-29 ¢ Brasstown NC 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


Aug 29-Sept 4 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


Aug. 30-Sept. 5 * Missouri Valley, IA 
Old-Time Country Music Contest and 
Festival. HD, MD, other instruments. 
Contests and workshops . Info: Bob 
Everhart, PO Box 492, Anita IA 50020. 


Our 23" Year! 


The 2004 


Northeast Dulcimer 


Symposium 


26 June to 2 July, 2004 
Blue Mountain Lake, 
New York 

with 

Robert Force 

Mountain Dulcimer 


Mary McLaughlin 
Fiddle Irish Singing/ Voice 


Dwain Wilder 
Mtn. Dulcimer Building 


Quintin Stephens 


rtist in Residence 


un on the shores of the Adirondack Park’s loveliest lake. An 


unforgettable week of small classes, private lessons, and tutorials all with lots of personal 
attention; concerts and jams; bird watching; hiking and canoeing; and incredible sunsets. 
For information or to register write David Moore, P.O. Box 358, Annapolis Jct., MD 20701 


Email: info@nedulcimer.org See the website: http: 


www. nedulcimer.org 
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712-762-4363, bobeverhart@yahoo.com, 
www.oldtimemusic.bigstep.com. 


September 4-5 ¢ Metamora, IN 

Metamora Folk Festival. HD, MD, 

fiddle, vocal, harp. Workshops, perform- 
ances, jamming, evening concert. Info: 
765-647-2194, tomr@si-net.com. 


ps & BLUES 


and friends Ck 


5, rh contemporary tunes featuring 
mountain & hammer dulcimer. 


Send $15 + $2 s/h 

to Molly McCormack, 
4302 Kinloch Rd., ,_ 
Louisville, KY 40207 
502-896-4186 ‘e 


MEADOWLARK 
MUSIC CAMP 


for adults 
Aug. 22- “ 2004 


Celtic, em, 
and folk music 
in a beautiful 
lake-side setting 


INSTRUCTORS: 
Ken Kolodner (Ham. Dulcimer) 
Lorinda Jones (Mt. Dulcimer) 
Anne Dodson (Mt. Dulcimer) 
plus instruction in fiddle, banjo, 
guitar, voice, and more! 


For information, contact: 
Jerry Bryant (413) 256-6606 
25 Columbia Dr., Amherst, MA 01002 
Jerry.Bryant@kp.org 
www.meadowlarkmusiccamp.com 
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Amazing Grace 


From The Winchester Star, 
Winchester, VA 


Hymn with Universal Appeal 


has Local Ties 


By Linda McCarty 
Winchester Star Staff Writer 


_ ew Christian services designed to 
; bring hope to the hopeless are 
“§ complete without “Amazing 

— Grace.” It’s one of those-tried- 
and-true songs most churchgoers can 
sing without hymnals. But few people 
know about its ties to Winchester | Vir- 
ginia] and Frederick County. 

Translated in many languages and 
sung by everyone from Sunday school 
children to the rhythm and blues group 
Boyz II Men, the tune of “Amazing 
Grace” was published in 1831 in Win- 
chester in The Virginia Harmony, by 
David L. Clayton, of Frederick County, 
and James P. Carrell. The Virginia Har- 
mony was a songbook traveling music 
teachers used throughout the country. 

The hymn’s journey, however, begins 
in England, with a slave-trader-turned- 
preacher. “‘Amazing Grace’ is possibly 
the most well-known and well-loved 
hymn in Christendom,” said Stephen 
Johnston, professor of music at 
Shenandoah University. “It is probably 
the most popular hymn in English and 
is known all over the world. It can be 
very sentimental and also has a lot of 
integrity.” 

Originally, the lyrics of “Amazing 
Grace” were written as a poem, “Faith’s 
Review and Expectation,” circa 1777, in 
England by the Rev. John Newton, 
Johnston said. Prior to becoming an 
ordained priest in the Church of Eng- 
land in 1764, Newton was the captain of 
a ship that carried slaves from the West 
Coast of Africa to England, the United 
States, and the West Indies. 
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During a storm at sea on March 10, 
1748, Johnston said Newton became 
scared and started reading /mitation of 
Christ, by Thomas Kempis, a Dutch 
monk. The combination of the terror 
and the message of the book began 
Newton’s conversion, Johnston said. 
Newton eventually left the slavery busi- 
ness to study for the ministry. 

His first position was vicar in the 
parish church in Olney, near Cam- 
bridge and he became one of the great 
evangelistic preachers of the late 18th 
century, Johnston said. During one ser- 
mon in 1772, Newton told his congrega- 
tion how God had “rendered care, 
mercy, and forgiveness to one so 
insignificant and undeserving,” John- 
ston said. 

“Newton presented that day his six- 
verse poem (“Faith’s Review and 
Expectation”) with obvious autobio- 
graphical connotations that reflected 
upon what he saw as God’s ‘preserving 
grace’ to him personally during his 
riotous days as a seaman,” Johnston 
said, 

It was the practice of the Church of 
England in the 18th century to chant, 
rather than sing, hymns. Newton, who 
died in 1807, did not write any music 
for his poem, which was later published 
in The Olney Hymns in England. 
“Somehow that collection made its way 
to the United States. It was wedded to 
music in America,” Johnston said. 

“The tune to which ‘Amazing Grace’ 
is sung was originally an old plantation 
folk melody ‘Loving Lambs,” Johnston 


said. The first time the tune, then called 


tee 


Photo by: Jeff Taylor 


“Harmony Grove,” appeared in a 
prominent publication was in Clayton’s 
and Carrell’s book, Johnston said. Both 
men had strong ties to this area. 

Clayton, an accomplished student of 
music, taught vocal music at the brick 
mansion he built sometime between 
1845 and 1848 off Apple Pie Ridge 
Road on VA 672, Garland R. Quarles 
wrote in Some Old Homes in Frederick 
County, Virginia. Clayton, who was born 
in 1801 in Marion County, West Vir- 
ginia and died at his home in 1854, was 
also a ruling elder at the old Kent 
Street Presbyterian Church in Winches- 
ter and was a magistrate in Frederick 
County’s Stonewall District. 

Carrell, who Johnston said was a 
Methodist clergyman, was born in 1787 
in Washington County and lived in Rus- 
sell County, now in West Virginia, from 
1800 to 1850, according to the United 
States census. 

The tune, then called “New Britain,” 
and Newton’s poem were published 
together for the first time in 1835 in 
New Haven, Connecticut, in The South- 
ern Harmony, another music book for 
itinerant teachers. Several copies of 
The Virginia Harmony have survived 
and a few remain in Winchester. John- 
ston said he bought an original copy for 
$2 in 1973 at an area auction. “The 
First Presbyterian Church in Winches- 
ter has one,” Johnston said, “and I 
know that the University of Virginia 
has two copies.” 

The Reverend Rich Reifsnyder, pas- 
tor of Winchester’s First Presbyterian 
Church, said “Amazing Grace” has 


universal appeal. “And it appeals on a 
lot of different levels, because it deals 
with the basics—faith, God’s mercy, 
God’s grace freely given,’ Reifsnyder 
said. “Even people who aren’t Christian 
find hope in ‘Amazing Grace.’ It’s a 
staple.” 


Amazing Grace 


Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 


‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 


Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come; 

Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 


The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 


When we've been there ten 
thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we've first begun. 


John Newton 


Linda McCarty is a long-time reporter for 
The Winchester Star, based in Winchester, 
Virginia. She specializes in the news of 
Frederick County, part of the Winchester 
area. This article, which appeared in the 
September 10, 2003 edition of The 
Winchester Star, is reprinted with 
permission. 


Debbie Porter 


weAS 
Recording 


www.debbieporter.net 


_ CD's featuring Debbie’s incomparable vocals and dulcimer. 


_ @ Sentimental Journey 
A wonderful collection 
of standards supported 
by dulcimer champions 
David Schnaufer, Lee 
Rowe, and Lloyd 
Wright. Features 
Stephen Bennett on 
HarpGuitar and others. 


PAC Video 
90 minute videos featuring “bird’s eye view” camera angle 
and tab book. 


Building Your 
Repertoire on 
Fretted Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min 
For Novice to 
Intermediate level, 
20 tunes and features a 
jam session with a real dulcimer 
club to help you play tunes up to speed. 


Also Available: 

@ Grace is Amazing 
Traditional hymns and 
spiritual songs backed by 
a range of great musicians. 


@ A dulcimer for you, Darlin’ 
A collection of old and new 
love songs. 


@ Fretted Dulcimer and Vocals 
Tab is available for this 
recording. 


Debbie Porter 

teaches Fretted 

Dulcimer 

(DAD Tuning) 90 min 

For absolute 

beginners to 

novice level, 

11 songs with a jam 

session at the end to give you 

a chance to use your new skills. 


Bill Schilling and 
Linda Sigismondi 


Songs from Canal Days CD $15 
Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 
Linda’s Feature DAD Tab 
Songs from Canal Days 
Celtic Ballads and Song (& CD) 
Appalachian Ballads and Songs (& CD) 
Christmas Songs (& CD) 
Old Time and Fiddle Tunes (& CD) 
(Books $12, CDs $12) 
Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 
Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Autoharp $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Vols. 1-6 & Christmas (DAA) $7.50 
s/h $2 (except *) 1st item, $.50 each add'l 
Linda Sigismondi Bill Schilling 
474 Kathy St. 984 Homewood Ave. 
Gallipolis, OH 45631 Salem, OH 44460 
740-446-9244 330-332-4420 
lsigis@zoomnet.net bill@billschilling.org 
Isigis.homestead.com billschilling.org 


Discover 
your dulcimer’s 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
pene sound. Use your current 
ammering patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 


Instruction booklet 

and rosin included. 

Works on mountain 

dulcimers, too! 
For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 


Vee e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 
phone: 650-573-8948 
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An Interview with 


Anne Lough 


by June Caldwell 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 


| aughter and swirling colors fill the room as the children 
swing their partners to the rhythm of “Alabama Gal.” 

> Hands are clapping, toes are tapping—and when the 
<= music stops they fall giggling to the floor. 

“They had a hard life, but they sure knew how to have fun,” 
one child comments. Ms. Annie smiles and nods. That’s what 
she wanted to hear. 

Known as “Ms. Annie” or the “dulcimer lady” by both chil- 
dren and adults, Anne has spent most of her life having fun with 
music and sharing it with others. “There was always music in the 
house,” says Anne. Her earliest childhood memories are of 
singing around the piano while her mother played. Anne 
learned piano at a young age and began teaching herself guitar 
at age fifteen. Her mother worried that the guitar would replace 
the piano in her life. It did, and the folk revival of the sixties 
introduced Ann to the traditional music which would stay with 
her throughout her life. 

In the late sixties, Anne met her future husband, Rob, who 
also played guitar and sang. They soon began performing 
together and, after one year of college, quit school to devote 
more time to their music. Over the next few years they traveled 
extensively, giving their audiences a mixture of pop, rock, folk 
and country. 

After their first child was born they returned to school at 
Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky, where Anne 
began studying music education. After their third child, Anne 
took a break from school to enjoy being a mom, but resumed 
her college education after their fourth—and youngest—child 
started kindergarten. 

At school she was encouraged to continue her involvement 
with folk music. Her vocal coach, originally from Dublin, Ire- 
land, introduced her to many Irish folk songs. Soon after, she 
heard Jean Ritchie play the mountain dulcimer. She says she 
fell in love with its plaintive, haunting sound and immediately 
went to a music store to buy a dulcimer. The owner had no idea 
what a dulcimer was, but obligingly looked in a catalog, found a 
Taiwanese-made one for $65, and ordered it, along with Jean 
Ritchie’s Dulcimer Book. 

When she took the dulcimer home she played for three 
hours, and “knew it would be part of my life forever.” At the 
time, Anne was unaware there was a “dulcimer world” already 


in full swing, and she set about teaching herself to play. She 
adapted the music she already sang and played on autoharp and 
guitar to her new dulcimer. 

The Lough’s daughters were also musical and before long 
their family band, with close friend Charlie Smith, began per- 
forming together as “Home Remedy.” They traveled and per- 
formed at festivals, state parks, and many other venues. For the 
first time Anne began to meet traditional musicians and dul- 
cimer players from around the country. She discovered many 
instructional books available for the dulcimer including those 
written by Lois Hornbostel. 

In 1987, she met Lois when both were playing at Silver Dollar 
City in Branson, Missouri, and the two have been friends ever 
since. Anne says that Lois has been “a constant source of inspi- 
ration and encouragement over the years, opening so many 
doors, and introducing me to such wonderful dulcimer folk!” 

While completing her music education degree, Anne pro- 
duced and hosted a weekly radio series, Just Plain Folk, for 
Murray State’s NPR station. During this time she heard the 
hammered dulcimer for the first time on Jerry Read Smith’s 
album Strayaway Child. Captivated by the beauty of the instru- 
ment, Anne soon added a hammered dulcimer to her instru- 
ment collection and began teaching herself to play. After 
graduating in 1986, Anne taught choral and general music at 
high school and junior high levels. “Those were challenging 
times,” she recalls. “Big old burly guys would come in saying ‘I 
hate music,’ but I'd put a dulcimer in their laps and they'd turn 
into babies.” 

A new phase in her dulcimer career began in 1990, when 
her husband was transferred to western North Carolina. Anne 


finished her Masters Degree in music education at Western Car- 
olina University, where she concentrated on Orff Schulwerk, a 
teaching approach that focuses on traditional songs and dances 
from around the world. She also was thrilled to find traditional 
music alive and vibrant in the Carolina hills. Soon she immersed 
herself in the local music and devoted herself full time to festi- 
vals, workshops and schools.Her “wonderful, amazing journey” 
has kept her busy ever since. 

She began teaching hammered dulcimer classes at the John 
C. Campbell Folk School in 1991, the first such classes offered 
in many years. The folk school began offering more music 
classes, including mountain and hammered dulcimer, and 
Anne still teaches many of them. Her teaching style is relaxed, 
with an emphasis on having fun with the music. She says she 
enjoys teaching as much as performing, and feels there is no 
greater reward than seeing joy and smiles on the faces of folks 
who never dreamed they could play an instrument. 

Anne also works with day care centers through the 
“Smart Start” program and travels to schools as a visiting 
artist for Mountain Arts and the North Carolina Arts Coun- 
cil. She works extensively with the Elderhostel program, 
where she presents classes in dulcimer, folk dancing and 
folklore. She has recently been a part of the Junior 
Appalachian Musicians program in Allegheny County, 
North Carolina. The program offers 4th through 6th graders 
weekly group lessons after school in banjo, fiddle, guitar, 
and dulcimer. 

“What an amazing experience,” she says, “to walk down 
the halls of Sparta Elementary and see ten young fiddlers in 
one room, fifteen banjo players in another, and hear the 
sounds of mandolins, guitars and dulcimers all playing ‘Mis- 
sissippi Sawyer.’ The children are getting a chance to experi- 
ence music and their culture in a manner that they can really 
relate to, and they love it.” 

Anne accompanied the Voices in the Laurel children’s 
choir in a performance of Malcolm Dalglish pieces arranged 
for children’s voices and hammered dulcimer. She found 
that combination “angelic” and hopes to work with other 
children’s choirs on similar projects. 

Anne has taught at the Swannanoa Gathering, Western 
Carolina Dulcimer Week, and Augusta Heritage Dulcimer 
Week. She has recorded three CDs and is included on 
Michael Shull’s compilation CD Great Players of the Moun- 
tain Dulcimer. Her music has been included in a series of 
Smoky Mountain educational videos and a Charlotte, North 
Carolina PBS Christmas special. Anne contributed vocals 
and guitar to Madeline MacNeil’s CD Songs of Earth and 
Sea. “Maddie is a kindred spirit,” says Anne, “who has 
become a dear friend and true source of encouragement.” 

Anne has never lost her enthusiasm for people and the 
beauty and magic of music. While she loves and performs 
many styles of music, the older tradition remains closest to 
her heart. She feels that she is an ambassador of a way of life 
and musical tradition that speak of quieter times that can 
teach us so much. She sums it all up by telling about a sixth 
grade girl who came up to her after a school performance to 
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if “ 


Anne Lough and students 


say, “Your music touched my heart.” Anne smiles and says, “If 
music does that, it is a success. That’s what it’s all about.” 


Anne Lough 

Appalachian Traditions 

691 Ferguson Cove Loop 

Clyde, NC 28721 

(828) 627-2704 

annelough|@cs.com 

web: annelough.com (still in process) 


June Caldwell teaches gifted elementary students and in her spare 
time is a freelance writer, storyteller, and dulcimer player. 


_ RECORDINGS 


Music follows on the next page. 
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Just A Rose Will Do 


As Sung by Clave Anderson Arrangement by Anne Lough 
Brasstown, NC. 1998 JA. McClung, 1942 
Mountain Dulcimer 
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2. Just bring an old fashioned preacher 3. Don't want no weeping or wailing 
to preach the gospel so true when | come to that day 
Don't want no fancy decorations Just want some old fashioned singing 
just a rose will do to help me on my way 


Chorus Chorus 


Music follows on the next page. 
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Purveyors of traditional folk 
instruments, music, books 
and recordings 
We carry a full line of: 
Mc Spadden Dulcimers 


Playable Folk-Art 


Hand-carved, unique instruments 
crafted by Ron “Coog" Cook 


Folkcraft & Folkroots American European 
Dulcimers 

Doug Thomson’s Banjo-Mer 
Dusty Strings & Legend 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Deering & Gold Tone Banjos 
Garrison & Blueridge Guitars 
Oscar Schmidt Autoharps 
Clarke, Generation, Oak, Burke 
& Copeland Irish Whistles 
Herdim Picks 

Bodhrans, Djembe & Doumbek 
Drums 

Individual Artist Tab books, 
Tapes, CD’s and more... 


ee: 
Family Y 


Mountain Dulcimers 


Epinettes des Vosges 
Bowed Psalteries 
Early Instruments 


Mountain Banjos 
Aeolian Harps 


147 Sacramento Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
www,cooginstruments.com 


(831) 425-4933 
ron@cooginstruments.com 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 


for the Fretted Dulcimer 


Sctivcm . Ohi 45066 20th ANNIVERSARY 
pringsoro, 10 cr Innovative, Winsome Arrangements 
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937 748 8778 z Classical—Traditional * Popular—Seasonal 
( ) “ a ANNA BARRY 

a PO Box 128 
We accept: VISA, Master Card, @ SUGAR GROVE, NC 28679 
Discover & American Express rd DPN Readers’ Special: $15.00 Postpaid 
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Bob and Betty Kiogima 


1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


740/886-2284 


B B Hammers. 


Gustom Hammer Makers 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 


From the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society 


TUNES ‘N TABS 


A Book of Over 120 Arrangements for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer 


More than 150 pages of niutsic 


More Than 120 Tune A trangements fir 
LAP DULCIMER& 
HAMMERED DULCIMER 


tac ediong Cnced Naones for Avsoberp. atnas ww Urey Accounts Ranrramnies 


arranged by 
1. J. Bashore HM, and other 
1 REAL VALUE! 


Rebecca Askey members 


and friends of OTM 


To Order: Send $14.95 + $2.00 s&h ($16.95) to 
Rebecca Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 


email: MABLBARKER@aol.com 
ls Benefit OTW Society Member Activi 


. 
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Arrangement by Anne Lough 
Hammered Dulcimer 
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By Sally Anderson and Beth Morrison 


Both authors are freelance writers and 
players of the hammered dulcimer who 
learned to play under the tutelage of Ray 
Belanger. They visited with Ray and his wife, 
Cheryl, in the music room of the Belangers’ 
home near Tampa, Florida. 


Ray, tell us a little about your 
beginnings, please. 

I was born into a large, musical 
French-Canadian family in Maine. My 
mother, Rose, who at 92 years of age 
came to live with us this past year, was 
one of twelve children. All but three of 
them were musicians. They'd get 
together on Saturday night to play fid- 
dle, banjo, mandolin, guitar, piano and 
harmonica whatever you need to play 
French-Canadian dance tunes. My 
uncles taught me to play back-up guitar 
when I was just in my teens. My parents 
loved to dance. They took me along to 
barn dances at grange halls when I was 
young. After dancing as long as I could, 
I'd fall asleep on the stage, safe from 
the dancing feet and surrounded by the 
music. 

Eventually I got into the landscaping 
and nursery business and was part 
owner of the nursery that adjoins our 
property here. So music, until recently, 
had to take a back seat to work. I’d play 
guitar for various gatherings, especially 
church-related events. That’s how I met 
Cheryl, my wife of twenty years. I first 
heard the hammered dulcimer in 1986. 
Like many others, I fell in love with the 
sound, became determined to play, and 
have been playing it ever since! 


How did you go about learning 
the dulcimer? 

For at least ten years I dedicated an 
hour a day to learning how to play. The 
first year or so I worked on my own. 
Then I studied John McCutcheon’s 
audiotapes. Finally I discovered the 
weeklong classes at Augusta and John 
C. Campbell where I learned new ideas 
and techniques from Sam Rizzetta, Sam 
Hermann, and Ken Kolodner, among 
others. 


Cheryl, tell us about your performance 
group, Simple Gifts. 

Ray and I formed the group in 1987, 
calling it Simple Gifts because we want- 
ed to offer our music as a gift to our 
audiences. When we first started, we 
were definitely neophytes as far as our 
music together was concerned, and 
indeed on the instruments. Ray hadn't 
been playing the hammered dulcimer 
long, and I was learning the autoharp. 
Comparing ourselves to other people 
who were taking their music out and 
sharing it on stage, we thought there 
were many whose skills exceeded ours. 
But we chose to bring a lot of love and 
enthusiasm to our performances and let 
this project through our music to our 
audiences. We found that when we did 
this, doors opened everywhere; this 
really worked for us. 

For several years Simple Gifts was 
just the two of us. Now our band also 
includes Kin Hum and Chris Malinows- 
ki. Kin adds fiddle, banjo, and on occa- 
sion a second hammered dulcimer. 
Chris is a wonderful cellist who has 
added a new dimension to our sound 
and our performances. 


Where have you performed? 

We play for many events throughout 
Florida and the Southeast festivals, 
receptions, concerts, weddings, private 
parties, children’s programs, church 
events. One of our favorite venues is 
the John C. Campbell Folk School, in 
western North Carolina. Ray has been 
teaching there for the past five years— 
mostly beginning and continuing ham- 
mered dulcimer and one of the 
highlights at the end of each week’s 
class is the Friday-night concert. We 
have performed there several times 
now, and it’s always a great deal of fun, 
lots of close interaction with very appre- 
ciative audiences. 

Ray also plays for contra-dances 
around Florida with his band, Hot 
Taters. He finds it quite exciting as the 
dancers and musicians get into the same 
zone and create something greater than 
just music and rhythm. I guarantee you, 
he will never fall asleep on the stage the 
way he did years ago at the old grange 
hall dances of his youth! 
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Ray Belanger backed by the results of his land- 
scaping and building skills. Photo by S. Anderson 


st ten years 
hour a day 
ow to play.” 


Cheryl, if Ray is teaching and playing for 
contra-dances, what are you doing in 
retirement? 

I have been fortunate to become an 
artist-in-residence with the Arts in 
Medicine program at the H. Lee Mof- 
fitt Cancer Center in Tampa. In my 
work as a Certified Music Practitioner, 
I play my autoharp and sing for patients 
who are sick and dying. This is a won- 
derfully rewarding experience and a 
natural outgrowth of the way we 
approach our music. The hammered 
dulcimer is an ideal instrument for the 
music practitioner as well: five of our 
local hammered dulcimer players have 
become music practitioners in the past 
few years. 


Let’s get back to your teaching, Ray. 

I currently have around fifteen stu- 
dents. One of the things I always try to 
do is to play from the heart and this is 
the way I teach: the best music is 
expressed through the heart. So I teach 
students to learn mentally, with the 
mind, but to play from the heart. And 
that applies to music in any setting, 
whether you're playing for dances, in a 
spiritual setting, a concert setting, or for 
a backyard barbeque. The idea is to try 
to lift those notes off the strings and 
deepen the flow of Spirit from musician 
to listener. 

After about a year or so, my students 
have learned a lot of techniques and a 
bunch of different tunes—but many 
don’t really have an entire tune that 
they can play comfortably and well. So I 
stop the process for a couple of months. 
They choose a half-dozen tunes they 
particularly like, and they polish those 
tunes into a program. Some present it 
to a room full of people, some to just a 
few friends; some are so nervous that 
they just present it to their pets, and 
that’s it. I think this has really helped 
my students to gain confidence, to 
appreciate themselves as musicians. 
And it creates a definite cut-off point 
between a beginning and intermediate 
level on the dulcimer. They are now 
ready for that next step in their musical 
development. 
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You’ve always encouraged your students 
to go to Augusta, Swannanoa, Shepherds- 
town, and other workshops to get instruc- 
tion from other people, haven’t you? 

I’ve never been jealous about the 
techniques I teach, nor have I wanted 
students to learn just my way. I have 
always encouraged them to learn new 
styles, and to take instruction wherever 
they can, to explore on the dulcimer. 
My job is to teach them good habits and 
good technique how to play well, how to 
move gracefully around the instrument 
to teach them the language of music. 


Cheryl, we’re sitting in your new music 
room, surrounded by instruments. Tell us 
more about it, please. 

When we decided to enlarge our 
house, one of our main purposes was to 
create space for all the instruments 
we've collected over the years, and for 
our musical activities, which outgrew 
our living room a long time ago. At 
John C. Campbell there is a lovely 
music room with a circle of dark wood 
in the middle of the floor. This simple 
shape is so powerful visually, spiritually, 
and aesthetically, that we wanted to 
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Ray and Cheryl Balenger in their music room. 
Photo by S. Anderson, 


Continued on next page. 


A New CD from Western Carolina University 
Mountain Dulcimer Week... 


LIVE PERFORMANCES OF: 
SAIL AWAY LADIES/FAREWELL TO WHISKEY, Phyllis & Jim Gaskins 
THE WIND AND RAIN, Howie Mitchell 
THE EXTRA DROPS OF BRANDY, Leo Kretzner, Ron Ewing & 


ele 4 ra tions J Jerry Rockwell 
e . PRETTY SARO/SARO IN THE WILDWOOD, Leo Kretzner 
SPANISH FANDANGO, Janita Baker & Karen Mueller 
CHICKENS ARE A-CROWIN’, Ralph Lee Smith & Madeline MacNeil 
OLD JOE CLARK, Don Pedi, Lloyd Wright, Bill Taylor & Jim Miller 
GROUNDHOG, The Trantham Family 
TUNE FROM ST. ANDREWS, Kenneth Bloom, Janita Baker, Lois Hornbostel 
& Wayne Seymour 
THERE WAS A WOMAN FROM SLAB CITY, Mike Anderson 
THE BONNIE BANKS OF LOCH LOMOND, Flora MacDonald Gammon 
IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL, Linda Brockinton 
SWEET GEORGIA BROWN, Wayne Seymour & Kenneth Bloo 
POLLY SWALLOW, Lois Hornbostel, Kenneth Bloom, Janita Baker & 
Wayne Seymour 
WALKIN’ BLUES, Leo Kretzner 
GEORGIA ON MY MIND, Bill Taylor & Jim Miller 
ISALEI/ALOHA ‘OE, Mark Nelson, Deb Porter & Kenneth Bloom 
BABY ELEPHANT WALK, Stephen Seifert, Jim Miller & Bill Taylor 
YOU TAKE MY BREATH AWAY, Madeline MacNeil 


Western Carolina University is an Equal Opportunity Institution. 


To order: Send $16 + $2 shipping & packaging. $1.50 postage for each additional CD. NC residents add 6 1/2% sales tax. 
Make check payable to WCU and mail to: Lois Hornbostel, P. O. Box 907, Bryson City, NC 28713. 


A rd ecg Sor Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are 
sanded to exact tolerances and matched. You'll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Listed below is a sample of items available. Call, write or visit our web site http://www.folkeraft.com for our complete supply list for 
Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer and Bowed Psaltery! We accept Checks, Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American Express. 


DULCIMER BACKS = 7*x32*x 1/8" for 1 pc DULCIMER HARDWARE ACCESSORIES HAMMER DULCIMER & 
a vg a purchase) MACHINE HEADS - individuals with screws. Small pearloid noe PICKS PSALTERY SUPPLIES 
rata button. Can be used for either vertical or horizontal mounting 5071 Herdim® “3 in 1" picks 
x — Ta brs 3024 set of4...7.75 3025 5-49... 1.65¢a. 3026 50-144..1.50ea, (1-2) 1.00 ¢a, (3-5) .65¢a, (6-11) .60 ea. (12 & up) .50 ea Se lea 211 128UP 
as pati os ri << i MACHINE HEADS - enclosed, sealed. 12:1 gear ratio. Small 5 other Herdim Styles available. . 10060 L shaped 475 400 350 
chrome button (set of 4). ideal for flat pegheads. Large triangle. Specity thin or medium weight 10070 T-starhead 1350 1200 11.00 


504 Walnut 2pe 10.95 1040 9.35 3010 (1 set) 26.00 (2-5) 23.00¢a. (68 UP) 20.00¢a 

. ; : 5070 Pkg Of 5... 1.90 5080 Pkg Of 144.... 29.00 
SOUNDBOARDS & 32"x 1/8*for 2p¢ (two & pes) GROVER “PERMA-TENSION” - Specify: Pearioid or 5075 Pkg Of 72 18.00 pe felch gure ba 250 
Sitha Spruce and Western Red Cedar are vertical grain Rosewood buttons (set of 4) Gooseneck . 


551 Spruce 2pe 480 1410 1270 3030 (1 set) 40.00 (2-5)30.00¢ea. (64 UP) 22.00¢a DULCIMER CASES & BAGS ZITHER TUNING PINS 


554 WR 4 4 I 
: Verlag aed STEWART MACDOMALD PLANETARY CHIPBOARD - lozenge shape (fits most hourglass and teardrop styles) Nickel plated 


1 
555 Butternut 2pc___. 11.70 re 10.00 DULCIMER PEGS. Pearioid buttons (set of 4) Regular - 38°L X 4°D X 8" tapering to 5°W. Black with flock lining, GSD X1 9/16) 
DULCIMER SIDE SETS 2°x32"x /10" (2 pcs) 3065 (1 set) 65.00 (28 UP) 59.95ea 5017 (1) 3495 (2)29.90¢a. (3-5) 26.00¢a. (68 Up) 19.20¢a 11002 each... 


601 Chery 415395355 > (2) 29.9 
602 Walnut 395 37530 FRET WIRE 18% Nickel-silver Pre-straightened. 2 lengths ey ie Aaa ae 4 ead srry be 


DULCIMER PEG HEAD BLANKS  Speciy: 1 pc or 2pc 4090 per foot. wevewmnne 1.00 3 ipboard cases - Please add $10.00 in additional sh 11020 Pkg. of 500. 
1" x3*x8* for lpe Or Two 3/4" pes = 1 itn 3x8" 5000 1/4 fb (about 18 ft) a 10.50 Se aS =a a EAN AC 11030 ake 715.00 


DULCIMER TAIL BLOCK BLANKS | 2"x1 4x3" aise SA DOUBLE DULCIMER BAG - Water-resistant green Cordura 
Kerf) HITCH PINS - Nickel plated 
FINGERBOARD BLANKS = 3/4" 32" 1 4* GO80 FRET SAW (022 ~ 120060 fabric, Has large accessory pocket; Two fully padded (V/8"0 X1 en as 
NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS cut in fingerboards 10" X 40" X 4" compartments fully zippered on each 13078 Each 26 
7 . DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS i eae 
(18 tret slots including the 6 14. Fret scale is 27°) (copper plated) (Use with Ball or Loop end strings) side; handles and backpack straps for easy hands free movement. 


Add $250 per fingerboard. 48S Setol 4. 40 4086 of 50... 250 5026 (1) $135.00 (2) $115.00 (3 & up) $85.00 13081 Pkg of 250....... 4250 
700 DELRIN PLASTIC NUT & BRIDGE STOCK ss CARRYING BAG - Fits up to 40°L X9°WX3 1" D. 600 Denier fabric 13082 Pkg OF 500....... 65.00 
White, 1/8" thick x 7/16" high x 12" long. $2.25 per foot STRINGS-BULK PACKED (Combine sizes for best discount.) Padded, lined. Has handle, shoulder/backpack strap, book/accessory pocket. 13983 Pig of 1000..... 100.00 


699 MOLDED DELRIN NUTS & BRIDGES Plain sizes .009 - 016 Wound sizes (even #'s only) 020-.032 5027 (1) 50.00 (2) 42.00 ea. (3 & up) 37.50 ea 
/8" thick x 3/8° high 1 4 (oft our pre-sloted fingerboards) PLAIN SIZES WOUND SIZES SHIPPING 
Bone colot Strings sats are pre-cat 1-12 strings.................. 50 a. 1.25 ea. Please include your complete street and Postal address (if different) with order. 
(Lea) 0.60 (12-49) 055 ea. (5048 up) 0.50 a, 13 - 48 strings. ow 35 ea. 1.15 ea. Charges are as follows: Orders up to $15.00 add $6.00 for shipping 
P.O. Box 807, 49 & i" st - 30 ea. Hea from $15.01 to $30.00 add $8.50 for shipping 
: pecify: BALLENDS or _LOOPENDS from $30.01 to $50.00 add $9.50 for shipping 
Winsted, CT 06098 Prices and specifications subject to change without notice from $50.01 to $80.00 add $10.50 for shipping 
Toll Free 800-433-3655 Please call or check our web site for current information. $80.01 Please Call for Shipping Amount 


reproduce it here. A friend gave us 
some walnut boards, and Ray used 
them to make our circle. When we gath- 
er in this room, whether to play dul- 
cimers, to hold our monthly community 
singing circle or a workshop, or to prac- 
tice with Simple Gifts, we are reminded 
of our never-ending connection in the 
circle of life. 


Authors’ note: In 1998, Ray and 
Cheryl received a special award the 
Edward Lee Flemming Jr. award at the 
Florida Old-Time Music Championships. 
This annual award was given in recogni- 
tion of their many contributions to old- 
time music in the state, including their 
dedication and success in encouraging 
new musicians to take up traditional 
music. They were taken completely by 
surprise by this, but no one else was: ever 
since they started making music together 
in 1986, they have worked to make music 
and the love that underlies that music 
the center of their lives, and to help 
others do the same. 


Congratulations! 


to 
Casey Miles 


Both authors learned to play hammered 
dulcimer from Ray in the 1990s at the 
Sunshine State Acoustic Music Camp in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. In 1994, it rained all day 
Saturday, forcing Ray to conduct his classes 
in a cinder-block building whose acoustics 
were excruciating. Nevertheless, some thirty 
enthusiasts with varying degrees of talent 
and skill learned (or re-learned) to tune their 
dulcimers and to play “Amazing Grace” in G 
with arpeggiated chording. By the end of the 
session, the sound of that hymn, despite the 
shrill acoustics, rang out gloriously. Some 
played just the melody; some played the 
chords; some played both. And later that day, 
in between showers, the class played it 
beautifully for the entire camp. 

That rainy session was also the begin- 
ning of the Tampa Bay hammered dulcimer 
group that now performs regularly in 
west-central Florida to much acclaim. They 
play everything from, yes, “Amazing Grace” 
to “Festival Rag” to “When I'm Sixty-Four.” 
The Hammerhead Dulcimer Society was 
inspired by Ray himself, whose students 
formed the core of the original group. Ray 


2003 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Thanks for playing and promoting 
McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


Casey played a McSpadden FM12W Special dulcimer in 
winning the National Championship at Winfield in September 
2003. Here he is pictured with the Koa custom dulcimer he 


was awarded as first prize. 


For information on performances and workshops, contact 


Casey at: 


Casey Miles 
5813 Madison Drive 


The Colony, Texas 75056 


Ph: 972-625-4774 


Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. 
Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


PO Box 1230 


1104 Sylamore Ave. 


Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 


Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 8 
McSpaddenDulcimer: 


~*9-5283 
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and Cheryl generously and consistently give 
their time and talent to help members learn 
new tunes, work up programs for perform- 
ance, and generally branch out. The result is 
almost ten years of support, friendships, 
performing experience, and wonderful music 
jams for the “Sharkies,” as they call them- 
selves. Over the years members have come 
and gone, but the group has continued a 
testament to the teaching and performing 
spirit of Ray Belanger. &} 


From Us to You (CD & Cassette) 
Full Plate: A Feast of Hammered 
Dulcimer Music (CD & Cassette) 


Ray & Cheryl Belanger 
14807 Del Valle Rd. 
Tampa, FL 33625 
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Singer, Storyteller, Dulcimer 


Player, Children’s Writer 


hirty-plus years ago I went toa 
store to ogle a Rickenbacher elec- 
tric 12-string guitar well out of the 
budget and abilities of a college 
student who had been playing guitar for 
two months. A broken front window 
had caused a large chunk of glass to fall, 
guillotine-like, into a novelty instrument 
called a Plickett. I bought the foot-long, 
staples-for-frets dulcimer for a dollar. 
The rest is history. 
Within months I began building dul- 
cimers, bending sides over the edge of 
a bathtub in my upstairs apartment. I 
didn’t play them much, just at craft 
fairs. There weren’t many builders or 
players back then, especially in Illinois, 
so a reputation for being one of the best 
players in Illinois was easy to acquire. 
(“If you sit and play the same five songs 
for ten hours straight every weekend for 
four months, you get good at the 
tunes.”) The Peoria Dulcimer Club 
hired me to teach a workshop. I taught 
them literally everything I knew. They 
hired me again for the next month; I 
had to learn five more songs. The next 
four years were spent learning songs for 
the Peoria Dulcimer Club. At these 
workshops I met Steve Endsley who 
showed up with a dulcimer made from a 
dresser drawer and a desire to learn. 
My first “good” dulcimer was a Cali- 
fornia-made Folk Roots D-50S I bought 
in Madison, Wisconsin. The D50S, my 
Harmony Sovereign guitar, and I were 
soon on stage at coffeehouses and 
music festivals throughout the Midwest. 
I currently play a koa and spruce Folk 
Roots 4-string hourglass. My custom- 
made Blue Lion is used for special 
occasions, festivals, and recording ses- 
sions where it is not likely to be groped 
by children. 
In the early 1980's I began using 


Mike Anderson 


J 


dulcimers in my classroom 
as a learning tool. Using 
large cardboard refrigera- 
tor boxes, my students had 
personal sound booths to 
practice the dulcimer and 
thumb piano. The students 
were soon pounding out 
tunes and writing their own tablature. 

Outside the classroom, I continued 
to grow as a performer. My children’s 
shows were becoming well known. In 
1979 I was included in a children’s 
album (we’re talking vinyl) entitled Jn 
Came That Rooster. Soon afterward, a 
cassette of Christmas songs and a cas- 
sette of children’s songs were released. 
Over the years I’ve done numerous 
other recordings. 

In 1986 Sangamon State University 
approached me to write and host a chil- 
dren’s television program. This show 
won a national children’s programming 
award. I have since authored children’s 
picture books, educational books on 
storytelling, and a chapter book for 7-10 
year-old kids. I am currently finalizing a 
tablature book of children’s song and 
another children’s chapter book. 

I am self-taught on mountain dul- 
cimer, frailing banjo, guitar, and a 
bunch of other instruments such as 
noseflute, bones and jawharp. story- 
telling has also become a part of my 
“bag of tricks.” I write most of this 
material and specialize in ghost and 
funny stories. 

I do roughly 200 shows per year 
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Photo by Steve Warmowski 


across the United States. These include 
storytelling festivals, dulcimer festivals, 
library shows, teacher conferences 
(workshops and keynote speaking for 
early childhood and GED teachers), 
organizing the New Salem Storytelling 
Festival, and conducting (with Steve 
Endsley’s tremendous help) a continu- 
ing series of dulcimer workshops at 
Dickson Mounds Museum. My full-time 
gig? I’m a third grade teacher. Basically 
I play music to support my teaching 
habit! 

Mike Anderson 

PO Box 35 

Jacksonville, IL 62651 

217-245-2207 

mworks@fgi.net 

www.dulcimerguy.com 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER DISCOGRAPHY 


Ice Out 
Solo; Not Alone 
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Arr. & Tab. © 1999 
by MW Productions 


Rain, Rain, Go Away 


by Mike Anderson 


Arr. & Tab. 
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Lit-tle child-ren want to play 


by Paul Gifford 


Mortimer Delano And His Dulcimers 
_ nthe years following the opening of the Erie Canal in 
1825, frustrated, landless residents of New York State 
moved westward. Many sailed across Lake Erie and 
__. applied for land in southern Michigan, then regarded as 
the “Far West.” Between 1825 and 1840, Oakland County, 
Michigan, just north of Detroit, was filled by these settlers. 
Daniel W. DeLano, from Pumpkin Hill, near Batavia, New 
York, moved his family to Oxford, Michigan, in 1840 and 1842. 
Descendants of Philippe de La Noye, who settled at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, in 1621, DeLano’s sons Milton B., Mortimer 
(born 14 May 1823 in Bergen, New York, died 25 August 1898 
in Custer County, Nebraska), Oscar F., and Myron E. farmed 
the land as they reached maturity. Some of them had a musical 
bent, playing at local dances. 

Oxford lies in the middle of the fifty-mile distance between 
Pontiac and Lapeer. In 1906 Mortimer A. Leggett recalled life 
in the area around Pontiac in the early 1860s. He remarked that 
people would go to Lapeer in the winter to buy locally cut pine. 
Taverns as frequent as a mile apart vied for business from the 
teamsters hauling the lumber by offering warm fires, good 
barns, and music, “generally a violin and a dulcimer.” Certainly 
some of the dulcimers played in this neighborhood were made 
by Mortimer DeLano. He was not the only commercial dul- 
cimer maker in the area at the time (William Thurston, of Farm- 
ington, was another, as was Lewis Sage, of Richmond), but he 
was certainly the most prolific. 

At the Oakland County Fair in 1857, DeLano exhibited in 
the “miscellaneous” category a dulcimer that he had made, and 
the judges called it a “good instrument and well worth of 
notice.” Showing the instrument at the county fair was probably 
the best way to advertise his product, and it is likely that 
DeLano’s serious dulcimer production began at this time. His 
brother Oscar’s granddaughter, Mrs. Edward Bossardet, of 
Oxford, told me that the brothers were involved in making dul- 
cimers for about eight or ten years. It seems to have been prima- 
rily Mortimer’s activity, with Oscar and the other brothers 
employed as necessary. Mortimer DeLano advertised as a dul- 
cimer maker in the 1863 and 1864 editions of the Michigan State 
Gazetteer and Business Directory. If Mrs. Bossardet was right, the 
dulcimer manufacturing probably ended soon after the Civil 
War. In the 1870 census, Mortimer DeLano reported his occu- 
pation as “farmer.” 

Whether DeLano employed traveling salesmen to drum up 
business, as other manufacturers did, or whether he promoted 
his instruments in some other way we will probably never know. 
We can say, however, that his sales were probably limited to 
southern Michigan and perhaps neighboring Indiana and Ohio. 
He almost certainly sold his dulcimers in Ontario—probably as 
far east as north of Lake Ontario. The Canadian sales are rather 
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interesting. Perhaps the Civil War hurt business in Michigan and 
DeLano looked towards Canada as a more promising area, 
despite whatever duties or tariffs might have come into play. 
Ontario farmers were at peace and lacked affordable instru- 
ments. 

I first became familiar with the DeLano name when I met 
Robert Stykemain, of Toledo, in 1973. He had found and 
restored an old dulcimer with the name “M. DeLano” stenciled 
on its side. A couple of years later, William White, of Okemos, 
Michigan, acquired an identical dulcimer without a name from a 
local person (see image 1). An ancestor, E. R. White of Mason, 
Michigan, a Civil War veteran, had owned it. Then, in 1976, my 
friend Bill Webster happened to give a dulcimer presentation in 
Oxford, and, lo and behold, met Mrs. Bossardet, who told him 
of her family. Bill told me, and now it all made sense. 

In the years since, I have or heard of seen several dulcimers 
identical to White’s dulcimer in most respects, the only differ- 
ence being the sound holes. In all likelihood, they were also 
made by DeLano. Instead of the round sound holes with card- 
board underlays cut in a sunburst pattern with five-pointed stars 
in the center, these instruments have sound holes with four 
lobes. Otherwise they are identical. They are painted black, with 
faint bronze floral decoration on the soundboard and the names 
of the notes painted under each course of strings. The string lay- 
out has twelve treble courses of three strings each and eleven 
bass courses of two strings each. Bridges are one-piece, with 
notches for the intervening courses cut from the bottom. The 
outer edges of the pin blocks are beveled. The maximum out- 
side lengths of the White dulcimer are 42 inches and 20 inches 
and the width is 15 inches. The maximum height of the longest 
side is 4 inches. Some variation in size probably occurred. The 
same measurements of one of these dulcimers with the four- 
lobe sound holes, owned by Luke Kawecki, which came from 
Oakland County, are 44 inches and 19 3/4 inches long, 14 1/2 
inches wide, and a height of 3 1/8 inches. Still, image 2, with 
White’s dulcimer placed on top of one of these four-lobe sound 
hole dulcimers (which came from Cohoctah Township, Liv- 
ingston County, Michigan), shows they were identical in size. 


_ dulcimer with a four-lobe sound hole design was owned 
_ by Hugh C. McNeil, of Edwardsburg, Cass County, 
“$8 Michigan born in 1822 (see image 3). This was accom- 
__— panied by a method by John Low, An Instructor for the 
Dulcimer (Boston: Oliver Ditson, 1858). A dulcimer identical 
to this, also accompanied by the same method, sits in an elab- 
orate case with legs—perhaps an option available to the 
interested purchaser. It is in the Barnum House Museum, 
Grafton, Ontario. Obviously DeLano or his agents must have 
sold Low’s method as well. This instrument appears to be evi- 
dence that DeLano dulcimers were sold in Ontario. Further 
evidence is that the dulcimers made by Emerson Kelly, of 
Mount Forest, Ontario, probably around 1870, were almost 
identical in design with the same string layout, bridges, and 
four-lobe sound holes. 

Another DeLano dulcimer, unlike the mass-produced 
instruments, belonged to Edwin E. DeLano, son of 


Mortimer’s brother, Oscar (images 4 and 5). This instrument 
is built into a rectangular case, with scroll-cut lyre legs. It has 
four strings per treble course and the sound holes (a center 
hole with eight concentric holes) are also different from the 
others. Its bridges, however, are like the mass-produced 
instruments. Perhaps this was one of the earlier dulcimers 
made by Mortimer or Oscar DeLano. 
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A Mel Bay Publication 
An Instruction Book for 
All Playing Levels 
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— Detailed, specific 
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Concerto which Linda recorded 
with Lisa O'deena. oe on 
this CD are CGC & D 

Other CDs seg oainas: 
Celtic Spirits 

My Daily Prayer 

Kindred Spirits ‘ 

An Old Fashion Christmas 

Linda has written 3 

tablature books with 
fingerpicked-stylef 

arrangements for inter- jeg 


mediate to advanced 
mountain dulcimer. 


(501) 316-2055 ROCKINTO! 
www. lindabrockinton.com 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 


procedures, 
calculations, 


lists of materials, 
"secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 


tools and supplies, fret 
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A Tour Through The Wood Pile 


ne of the real delights in owning and 
playing stringed instruments, and in 
_ building them, is getting to enjoy the 
— beauty and magic of different 
woods. I marvel at trees anyway. It is an 
additional pleasure to see and hear the 
special qualities of the woods from each 
tree. And, of course, our appreciation of 
wood is a reminder to use the trees 
responsibly and in moderation, to make 
small numbers of special and beautiful 
things. Well, dulcimers are certainly spe- 
cial and beautiful, and there aren’t too 
many. No problem there. 

I'd like to take you on a tour of my 
workshop to talk about some of the inter- 
esting woods on hand and how they can 
be used in dulcimers. This isn’t an 
exhaustive listing of every possible instru- 
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ment wood. Nor will we dwell on scientif- 
ic names and details. We are just going to 
stop at some of the stacks of wood that 
are a bit unusual and that amuse us. 

Most dulcimer players are familiar 
with the domestic and prized furniture 
woods like maple, cherry, walnut, and 
oak. Many FDs (fretted dulcimers) and 
HDs (hammer dulcimers) have had backs 
and sides, and even soundboards, made 
of these woods. And dulcimer revival 
woodworkers have put much focus on 
cherry, walnut, and curly maple. But 
many early American dulcimers were 
made of whatever local woods were avail- 
able. And those woods have their own 
musical and visual charms. 

Step over and look at this first stack of 
wood. Here, let me brush off the sawdust 
on these boards. Oops! Sorry. I should 
have warned you not to wear your good 
sweater! 

This first stack is a collection of quar- 
ter-sawn softwoods and other lightweight 
woods, including spruce. Spruce is a pale- 
colored and straight-grained wood that is 


the traditional, western European sound- 
board choice for violins and guitars. 
Because of this association, spruce has 
been often used for soundboards in con- 
temporary FDs and HDs. But other 
woods can work just as well depending on 
instrument design and what sort of tone 
we'd prefer to hear. On HDs especially, 
spruce can create a rather edgy, thin tone 
unless one compensates for it. Even a few 
of the major guitar makers are building 
some models with soundboard woods like 
cedar, koa, and mahogany instead of 
spruce. So, we’re going to look beyond 
the spruce pile at some of the other 
choices. 

First are the boards of western red 
cedar. Western red cedar can be used 
similarly to spruce. It is straight grained 
and an attractive yellow-brown to red- 
brown color. It is actually a bit lighter in 
weight and not quite as strong as spruce. 
Its light weight makes it extremely 
responsive for stringed instruments and 
prone to emphasize high overtones. To 
compensate for this and its lesser 
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"Songs & Poems of Life, Love and Nature” 


CD's Books 
MUSIC & SONGBOOKS 
* Bridge of Flowers - CD or Cass. 
* Bridge of Flowers Songbook 
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* It's the Little Things-101 poems 
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MUSIC PRACTITIONER BOOKLET 
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Cass. $10. CD $15. 


Songbook $17. 


Bonnie Leigh, CMP 
PO Box 4160, Brick, NJ 08723 
732-920-4600 www.bonnieleigh.com 
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strength, we can use a greater thickness 
for cedar soundboards than we would use 
for spruce. It looks great and sounds 
great. 

Another wood that can be a stand-in 
for spruce is redwood. Again, our planks 
are very straight grained, desirable for 
soundboards. I’ve made some very nice 
guitars with redwood and cedar sound- 
boards. Redwood is one of my favorites 
for HD, largely because the natural red 
color is more interesting and much dark- 
er than spruce making it easier to look at 
the strings and bridge markers under 
stage lighting. Also, some redwood is rel- 
atively dense and heavy, which I like for 
HD tone. 

Although Douglas fir is technically a 
softwood, it is harder and heavier than 
many of the other softwoods like spruce 
and cedar. One of its endearing charac- 
teristics is that it has a very high strength- 
to-weight ratio, second only to spruce. 
When early airplanes were made of wood 
and fabric, spruce and Douglas fir were 
the woods of choice. Fir is a rather plain 
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* one CD mailed monthly 

¢ pick 12 from over 25 titles 
* detailed lessons 

* broken down by phrases 

¢ user friendly 
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¢ sheet music provided 

* full money back guarantee 


Motivating monthly lesson 
to increase your 
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Like a Private Lesson with 
Rick Thum 


Get Started Today 


email your name and address to 
rickthum@aol.com 


4565 S. Square Dr. 
High Ridge, MO 63049 
636-376-THUM (8486) 


blond, straight-grained wood. Its higher 
density compared to spruce often results 
in soundboards that produce a sweeter 
yet strong tone. Woods in this density 
range are ideal for many HD designs. I 
recall that one of my favorite sounding 
HDs was one I made in the early 1970's 
with a Douglas fir soundboard. In lumber 
yards one can often find stair treads that 
are perfectly quarter-sawn and straight- 
grained Douglas fir. They are long 
enough for FDs and smaller HDs. The 
rather bland color often benefits from a 
bit of stain or a varnish that darkens 
when it cures. 

There are a number of woods sold as 
“Philippine mahogany.” These are not 
true mahoganies but their reddish color 
and open grain looks a bit like mahogany. 
In the shop we have two examples of 
“Philippine mahoganies,” red lauan and 
white lauan. They are both a little lighter 
in weight and more coarse in grain than 
true mahoganies. Like fir, they provide a 
density and tone that seem to suit HD 
soundboards well. When I first developed 
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the concept of 16-15 chromatic HDs, one 
of the prototypes had a white lauan 
soundboard. It was one of my all-time 
favorite instruments. 

Still among the light-weight wood col- 
lection, we come to some boards of 
paulownia. The royal paulownia, or 
empress tree, is native to China. It has 
been planted in the U. S. as an ornamen- 
tal but has escaped to become an occa- 
sional roadside tree in Virginia and 
eastern West Virginia. In mid-May the 
lovely, showy, upswooping purple flowers 
are a wonderful harbinger of frost-free 
days ahead. From a distance the flowers 
remind one of wisteria. In China the 
paulownia provides the traditional wood 
for musical instrument soundboards, just 
as spruce does in Europe. It works and 
sounds a bit like lauan. We occasionally 
find paulownia at our hardwood suppli- 
ers. The trees are rather weak and often 
blow over in storms, providing an occa- 
sional supply of wood. Nick Blanton gave 


Continued on next page. 
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Red Lauan, curly 


me a couple of beautiful boards for my 
birthday a few years ago and I’m saving 
them for a special project! 

The last boards of light-weight woods 
are lacewood. Lacewood grows in Aus- 
tralia and Europe. I’ve found two differ- 
ent types. One is redder and softer, so 
soft that it is not very useful. The other 
variety is similar in texture and use to 
lauan. The color is a light honey. But the 
big feature is the incredible lace-wing fig- 
ure that is revealed when the wood is per- 


fectly quarter-sawn. I made a FD out of 
this, top, back, and sides, just for the gor- 
geous grain. But it is also my very favorite 
sounding FD. This may be due toa 
unique design, but I like to think the 
wood is special. It is a bit soft for maxi- 
mum durability of the back and sides; you 
might try it for a soundboard. 

Now please step over that board of 
paulownia so we can move on to the 
medium-weight hardwoods. The medi- 
um-weight woods are interesting in that 
they can readily be used for all parts of 
FDs, including soundboards, to yield a 
versatile tone. For soundboards they pro- 
vide a nice intermediate between the 
responsiveness of light-weight woods and 
the sweetness of heavy hardwoods. This 
also suits many, if not most, HD designs, 
and some of my favorite HDs use these 
woods for soundboards. 

Among the domestic medium woods 
we find poplar and yellow poplar (tulip 
poplar). These are rather plain, light-col- 
ored woods with very little or no grain 
showing. They are commonly stained or 
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Blue Lion 


10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 
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painted to add interest. But they are easy 
to work and have long been used in 
America for HD soundboards as well as 
tops, backs, and sides of FDs. In fact, 
among the antique dulcimers I’ve seen 
and restored, poplars are perhaps the 
most common woods. 

Butternut is related to walnut, but the 
wood is lighter in both weight and color. 
The wood color is, in fact, a rather but- 
tery medium brown, often with an attrac- 
tive but not showy grain. Pour two slightly 
different shades of butterscotch together, 
shake it a little, and you have butternut. 
Again, the medium density just seems to 
be great for dulcimer soundboards, pro- 
ducing an interesting blend of tone possi- 
bilities. I made a number of HDs in the 
1970's with butternut soundboards, and 
they were among my favorites. We are 
looking at boards that I resawed 27 years 
ago, and no, they are not for sale! 

Aha! Here we’ve found a few pieces of 
another favorite. I’ve always liked chest- 
nut, and soundboards made with it have a 
light, bright tone. American chestnut was 
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Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 
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soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
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once so ubiquitous that in the 19th centu- 
ry many buildings were framed with it. 
The chestnut blight put an end to this 
source of lumber. As old buildings are 
torn down, the wormy chestnut floor 
joists can often be salvaged for a song. (A 
dulcimer song, perhaps?) The downside 
with working old chestnut is that hidden 
nails are a constant hazard to sawblades 
and edge tools. It is worth it. The trees 
will never be available again, and the yel- 
low nut brown color is unique. Besides, 
the tone and aura of wood that has aged 
150 years before being recycled into dul- 
cimers is very special. 

I won’t say much about these large 
mahogany boards since most of you are 
very familiar with the uniform ruddy 
brown of this popular wood. Some of 
these boards are African mahoganies and 
some are from Central America. They all 
make great, similar-sounding instru- 
ments, and they’re among my favorite 
woods for HD soundboards. The result- 
ing resonant tone can be a pleasing blend 
and compromise between the sweetness 
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(800) 340-0809 
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Free brochure, price list, 
and color samples 


Soft cases tor any dulcimer 


Lightweight flight cases for HDs 


of harder woods and the overtones of 
softer woods, with a very warm-sounding 
bass. 

On the end of this rack we find some 
American holly. This is a very white wood 
without visible streaks of grain. It is good 
for inlays, rosettes, edging, and binding 
wherever natural white color is desired. A 
few of those small white pieces of dog- 
wood and boxwood nearby serve similar 
uses. They aren’t large enough for bind- 
ing, but they’re great for rosettes, inlays, 
carvings, and small parts. 

Stepping a few paces farther along the 
wood rack we come to domestic heavy 
hardwoods, including the familiar cherry, 
walnut, oak, and curly maple. Equally 
common in the forests, but less common 
in instrument shops, we find boards of 
beech, birch, sycamore, and ash. These 
are light colored and can substitute for 
maple. Beech, especially, is dense and 
fine grained, and, along with hard maple, 
can be used for HD pin blocks. Beech 
and maple are both laminated to make 
extremely durable piano pin blocks, and 
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several of these laminated planks are 
stacked against the wall. Although costly, 
they are ideal for pin blocks in the very 
best HDs. Pin blocks made from them 
will never warp, crack, or split, and will 
wear longer than plain solid wood. Hey, 
we get what we pay for. 

The ash sometimes has a curly figure 
similar to curly maple, but with a unique 
look all its own. The pale color takes stain 
well or is nice under clear finish. I have an 
antique curly ash Dobro with a golden 
varnish darkened with age. Very pretty! 
Nick Blanton has shown me some of his 
new HDs with lovely frames of curly ash. 

Birch is another pale wood similar to 
maple. Much birch is made into plywood. 
Inexpensive plywoods are made with 
three layers, thin outer layers of veneer 
over a large core of some soft, inexpen- 
sive wood. However, some birch plywood 
is very high quality, with multiple layers of 
all birch. Laminated with special adhe- 
sives and high quality control, birch is 


Continued on next page. 


www. biscuitsmusicbarn.com 
Presents: Jed's Clamp-It 


\ 


Jed's Clamp-It is a revolutionary new capo 
for dulcimers with a 1.5" or 1.625" wide 
fingerboard. Easily fitted or removed with 
one hand, this capo is the most exciting 
component introduced to dulcimer 
players in years! $24.95 + S&H 

Tn. residents pay applicable sales tax! 


We are also a dealer for 

AMERICAN DULCIMERS, built in 

the Smoky Mtns. & Dolly Parton's choice 
in dulcimers! 


www. biscuitsmusicbarn.com 
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used in marine and aircraft construction. 
Available in a variety of thicknesses, lami- 
nated birch of this quality is handy for 
making soundboards and backs of rela- 
tively inexpensive dulcimers. Although 
these special plywood panels are expen- 
sive, the time and labor saved reduce 
overall cost. When properly designed and 
built, laminated birch dulcimers can have 
a sweet and attractive voice. They are 
generally not as loud as solid wood instru- 
ments. The dimensional stability inherent 


in birch plywood makes it useful for jigs 
and fixtures. The different dulcimer tem- 
plates you see around the shop are all 
birch plywood. 

Let’s pull out this board of quarter- 
sawn sycamore. When perfectly quarter- 
sawn, sycamore shows a lace wing figure 
that is somewhat similar to the lacewood 
mentioned earlier. Sycamore is very heavy 
and hard. I’ve used it for HD backs and 
frames. It is a bit less stable than some 
other hardwoods. Protect it from humidi- 
ty and moisture by using a good, water 
resistant finish, and it will serve well. 

This block of bright yellow wood 
streaked with brown grain is osage orange. 
It looks like a child painted it with yellow 
water color. Osage orange is a small 
domestic tree that in some areas of the 
central U. S. is common along fence lines. 
Don’t frown at the color! The bright yellow 
is because it was recently sawn. Within a 
few months it will fade to a rich golden 
brown. It is very hard and dense, good for 
fretboards and HD bridges. It has a density 
and ring similar to rosewood, and I look 


Dream Castle by Guy George is a collection 
of newly arranged classics and originals on 
hammered dulcimer, including "Pachebel's 
Canon in D", "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring", 


"Fanny Poer", and more. 


Guy George adds 


that special touch with his inspiring sax 
work, pennywhistle and unique musicianship 
on the steel drums on several songs on the 
CDs below that are available online at 


004 
Augusta Musical Heritage, Spring 
Dulcimer Week / Elkins, WV 
April 30-May 2, Wyoming Dulcifest, 
ery OH 
May 22 / Blue River Dulcimer 
Festival / Shelbyville, IN 
May 28-30, 2004, Dulci-More Festival 
Camp McKinley, Lisbon, Ohio 
June 5-6 White River Festival 
June 27-July 2/Kentucky Music Week 
July apne! hol lem Houston, TX 
Aug. 7 Cincinnati Dulcimer Celebration 
October 1,2,3 / Sawdust Dulcimer 
Festival / Bennington, Oklahoma 
October 8-10 Camp Lutherlyn, PA 


yan 
” YS tl a 


Call Guy George at 440-639-0383 
to purchase CDs, workshop and 
performance 
information or visit his website 
at www.GuyGeorge.com 

Email: hdggeorge@aol.com 


schedule, booking 


Birch, wavy 


forward to making Osage orange backs 
and sides for a few FDs and guitars. I 
believe they might look and sound very 
good. 

Hickory is the last of the domestic 
hardwoods in this room. It is heavy, 
dense, and a rather plain gray-brown. But 
it is very tough and flexible, making it a 
premier wood for tool handles, especially 
for tools that take repeated shocks like 
hammers and axes. As you might guess, it 
is excellent for HD hammers. The bam- 


MAIDEN CREEK 


® for that old-time music ® 
OVER 230 TAPE & CD titles 
at 25% off, no S&H 


SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS ist SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLDTIME FAVORITES 
~-coming-- 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
BLUE AND GRAY 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Dr. Wooster,OH 44691 
330/345-7825 
jphockett@sssnet.com 


boo next to it is great for flexible HD 
hammer shafts, but not for the stiff ham- 
mers that are now popular with many 
players. 

You've been very patient on this tour, 
so I'll reward you with a look at the 
imported heavy hardwoods. Some of you 
are guitar players and are familiar with 
the highly prized Brazilian rosewood and 
East Indian rosewood used for backs and 
sides of some of the most sought-after 
guitars. The dark red-brown to purple- 
brown colors and sometimes flamboyant 
grain inspire the rosewood name. The 
lines of interlocking black grain on the 
Brazilian rosewood reminds me of dark 
intertwining stems of rosebushes grown 
together. At my moderate volume of pro- 
duction, the rosewoods here amount to a 
lifetime supply. I paid $2.00 per board 
foot thirty years ago. It seemed a lot at 
the time. Today rosewoods like this trade 
at unbelievable prices if they’re available 
at all. These woods are extremely dense 
and have a very musical ring when tapped 
or struck with a knuckle or mallet. This is 


AT LAST....... 
A dulcimer playing stand 


that’s lightweight, compact 
and will easily travel with 
you and your dulcimer! 


$129.95 


The aluminum telescoping legs are 
professional grade with an adjustment 
range of 24” - 37”. The legs easily 
store on the underside of the play table 
and are secured by heavy duty elastic 
strapping. The table top has rubber 
“bumpers” to elevate your instrument 
from its surface which eliminates 
slippage and creates additional volume. 


Folkcra 


www.folkcraft.com 
800-433-3655 


a clue that they may provide desirable 
tone when used as backs and sides for 
instruments like guitars and FDs. They 
are also in demand for marimba tone 
bars, especially in the mid and upper 
pitch ranges. But the rosewoods are tropi- 
cal woods that are now expensive, in short 
supply, and perhaps endangered. We can 
use some of the available and renewable 
domestic hardwoods seen earlier in lieu 
of rosewood. And some the imported 
boards in the next pile will make instru- 
ments that look and sound just as good. 

Arariba, goncalo alves, and Honduran 
rosewood are all medium-dark-colored 
woods with interesting grain and good 
tonal characteristics. I also like very hard, 
medium-dark woods like these for HD 
bridges because they are strong and their 
colors contrast well with both black and 
white Delrin bridge markers, allowing all 
the markers to be very visible. Our own 
American black cherry, seen earlier, also 
provides good contrast for HD bridges, 
although it is not quite as hard. 

The large wide boards of very dark 


Dandy Duster 


Over 4” static free hog bristles 
set in a wooden handle. Comes 
in a storage tube. 


$18.00 free shipping. Samples 
& disc. available to dealers. 


Cliff's Custom Crafts 
43 York St., Bay City, Ml 48708 
989-892-4672 
web: pws.chartermi.net/~cliffscrafts 
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Brazilian Rosewood 


wood in the next stack are wenge. The 
alternating streaks of light brown and 
almost black brown are strikingly rich and 
appealing. Imagine a bowl of the darkest 
hot fudge. Now drizzle in thin streams of 
butterscotch. Voila! Wenge. The alternat- 
ing grain also has an alternating texture, 
harder and softer. This makes the wood a 
bit difficult to work. Since the wood does 
not produce a strong ringing tone when 


Continued on next page. 


Under the 
Poreh Light 
From 


Quintin Stephens 


Tull Glazener 


Lois Hornboste! 


Doug Felt 


a 


— 4 


Order online at: 
www. BlaineStreet.com 


Or. send $15 + $5 s/ihto: —————“" ny 
Wellyn International IBLAINE STREET! 
1228 Blaine Street ae ,- } 


Port Townsend, WA 98368 ———— 


Looking for a dulcimer that: 
— Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 
— Will give you the freedom to develop your playing style. 
— Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 


— Has a life time guarantee. 


For a free, full color brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write. 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 


Box 193, Rochester, VI 05767 
Tel: 802-767-3790 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
12710 Shawnee Mission Parkway 
Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Sue Carpenter 


fingerpicking & more for the mountain dulcimer 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET CD $15-Cassette $10-Tune Book $12 


Elegant collection of instrumentals 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK _siInstructional Book $22 


Dealerships: 


McSpadden* 
Rick Thum* 
SongBird* 
MasterWorks* 
Stelling* 
Deering* 
Nechville* 
Garrison* 
Tacoma* 
Bart Reiter* 
Goldtone* 
Wildwood* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Vega* 
Santa Cruz* Alt* 
Bourgeois* Mid-Missouri* 
Summit* National* 
Weber* Martin* 
and many more! 


Old Time, Bluegrass & Vintage Instruments, 
Accessories, CDs, Cassettes, Books, 
Miscellaneous, Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 
Lessons * Repairs 


Buy * Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


More than a year’s worth of fingerpicking lessons 


DULCIMER STRAPS adjustable w/quick release buckle $12.50 
black, red, wine, blue, green, purple, brown, rainbow 

S&H $2.50 

Add $1 each add'l item 

TX residents add 8.25% sales tax 


2160 Hideaway Lane 
Quinlan, TX 75474 
e-mail: scarpenter@onlineisp.net 


New Web Site! www.suecarpenter.net 


Sweet Sounds Dubcimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 

Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 
Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 


Barry & Linda Evans r 
of our own design, and much more. 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


struck, wenge is more useful as a decora- 
tive and structural wood than as a guitar 
or FD tone wood. It is great for the 
frames and sides of HDs where its 
strength and beauty can shine. I make 
many HD frames with wenge. Its ready 
availability in large boards, along with the 
deep dark color, make it useful for many 
projects. 

A very different-looking wood that I 
use similarly to wenge is bubinga. This 
African tree grows quite large and the 
wood is often available in big timbers. 
Somewhat like wenge, it may be less use- 
ful for tone wood than for structure and 
decoration. Ah, but such decoration! The 
variable colors range from pink to salmon 
to darker reds with occasional highlights 
of orange. Strawberries mixed with a 
splash of orange sherbet! As you can see, 
it looks much better than the verbal 
description. And the figure! The large 
timbers here have a swirling, flamboyant 
grain all through the wood that is truly 
difficult to describe. As we move the 
wood it catches the light differently, 


» Blue Lion # 


800-892- 2970 
www.musicfolk.com 
musicfolk@musicfolk.com 


HAMMERED DULCIMIER 


& AUTOHARP 


CHI Nine 


& music folk 


IN DULCIMERS HAMMER DULCIMERS FOLK HARPS 


McSpadden * Folkcraft # Cripple Creek 
_ Dusty Strings * Master Works % Black Mountain 
/ R. L. Tack # Grassroots. # 

Songbird * Triplett % 


'92 Winfield Champion = 


reflecting an ever-changing interplay of 
light-and-dark patterns. The grain of bub- 
inga can be mostly plain, so the uncom- 
mon figured boards here are reserved for 
very special projects like the frames and 
sides of custom HDs. 

That small, shockingly colored board 
on top of the bubinga pile is purpleheart. 
The brown wood of fresh purpleheart 
turns to a surprisingly bright purple after 
cutting and exposure to the air. It is very 
hard and a great decorative accent in 
inlays, purfling, edge binding, and small 
parts. The very black, small boards next to 
the purpleheart are, as you probably 
guessed, ebony; great for fretboards and 
as a contrasting matrix for mother-of- 
pearl inlay. But that’s a topic for another 
day. 

Finally, these last boards at the end of 
the wood storage area are a wood I find 
very intriguing, padouk. Looking at the 
rather bright red color, you can under- 
stand why padouk is also called vermil- 
lion. Fortunately, it does darken with age 
to a more tasteful-looking blood-brown. 


# H&H Enterprises 
| t 


ey Dubbert 


*99 Mountain Laurel Champion 


Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 


Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 


Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 
18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 


Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 
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When tapped it has a wonderful resonant 
tone like the best of rosewoods. It will 
make backs and sides for fine-sounding 
FDs and guitars, as well as tone bars for 
marimbas. Although we associate lighter 
and softer woods with soundboards, 
dense woods like rosewoods and padouk 
have occasionally been used successfully 
as soundboards for HDs. I know that Bill 
Robinson has done this and I’ve made a 
few myself. The tone can be bell-like, 
unique, and strong if the rest of the 
instrument is built to work with the dense 
soundboard. 

If you’d like to read more about choos- 
ing woods for fretted dulcimers, see the 
Technical Column in these DPN back 
issues: Vol. 19, No. 2 and No. 3, April- 
June and July-September 1993. 

Well, here we are back at the work- 
shop door; my, how time flies! I hope 
you've enjoyed the tour. You all come 
back soon! 


Sam 
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Mountain Dulcimer 
Books 


kee* NN, E Ww*** 
“The Promised Land” 


“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
“Hymns & Gospel Songs” 
“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 


$15.00 each + s&h 
1 book—$5 s&h 
2 books — H s&h 
3 or 4 books — $5 s&h 
5 or more books — No Charge 


DAD Tuning 
Intermediate Level 
Includes melody line. tab. chords 
and words. Song lists available upon 
request or on Website 


Helen Johnson 
P.O. Box 3395 
Lake Jackson. TX 77566 
979-297-7015 
Email azalea a computron. net 


www.HelenJohnson.biz 
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THE MANY SQUNDS OF THE - 
BANJO-MER 
David Schnaufer | wil 
+ Tull Glazener ji — ew ov 5004 . 
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Ae 4 | Connie Allen hed tame L Spence Edition 
: — tandard | 6/15 Chromatic Models Available! 
| Heidi Cerigione Finally! A lightweight instrument with the 
same character of the big one I've been 

toting around for 30 years!" — Bill Spence 


| ' Doug Thomson 
For information on the CD 
$16.50 and the Banjo-Mer : = 
Includes S&H Contact Doug Thomson: . ; ‘ é 
Contact David Lindsey for a complete brochure: 
(580) 847-2822 * 654 Acorn Lane, Bennington, OK 74723 


Doug Thomson 
8755 LaVinest. doug.thomson2@gte.net 
Alta Loma, CA 91701 a 
é www.sweetsongstringband.com/davidsdulcimers.html 


STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


Choice Appalachian Hardwoods 
Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship ay i. MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


Clear Mellow Tone : 
with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 


Shell Decoration 
Available 
Easy to Play ; 
‘ ‘ ¢ Ten models of dulcimers, 
~ : 2 from two to four octaves 
a we =. ® Five chromatic models, 
~ including the Piano Dulcimer 


* Seven models of lever harps 


Low Action g> 
= = * Stands, dampers, cases, 
hammers, books, 


Customize 
free brochure —— and videos 
uo : ¥ Contact us for 


Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 
free color brochure 


) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 i ee 
— ‘ial iil www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


New Secure Web Site - Order On-line 
From : www.susantrump.com 
MEL BAY PUBLICATIONS | §@ 


S/ Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer Volumes One & Two 
cai Solo and Ensemble Instrumental 
Selections by 35 of the finest 
players in the country. 


“The Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer 
Series is the best dulcimer showcase 
that's ever been done!” David Schnaufer 


Susan’s CDs 
Live at Caffe Lena a 


‘ > i; immer 
r : 
Sinan Wore z iZO, GUuUIiCImMme! 


Mm iear 
my Gcatl 


Stephen Foster 
for the 
Mountain Dulcimer Susan's Tablature 
Shell *S - Book: 
eliey Stevens . oe ‘ ‘ 
? What the Hill ‘ mmr, al = For Festival 
. . U s u 
$26.90 Post Paid to USA -eople Say peerage Bookings & Orders: 
Fifty-eight of America’s Troubadour’s finest com =a 7: Susan Trump 
ity-cignt of - cas troubadour $ est com- 3 ~ B 
positions including lesser and well known Foster aa, Book: $10 cas ¥ PO Box 313, 
— - the “~ The concen 9 — ] ; ; All CDs:$15 ee ae ‘4 | Newtonville, NY 12128 
thirty-three of the tunes in the book with guitar an Wp =I \¢ 
) & \ ~ od 
banjo accompaniment to the lap dulcimer. The ne ee m Add $2 S/H | — Susantrump@aol.com 
book contains melody lines in standard notation 
with chords and tablature for the mountain dulci- 


mer mostly in DAD tuning (some in DAA and 3 3 SF. 
DGD). It is geared for the experienced beginner : Folk Notes Banj-Mo Handcrafted 


up to the intermediate/advanced player y by Dennis DenHartog. The Clip = wood and 
: ‘ ick VERY lig 
An old-time banjo sound 4 Stick: t RY lig ht 
weight! 
& plays like a mountain : 
dulcimer. Call or write: re ; : 
VISIT MY WEB SITE AT Fits inside your Mountain Dulcimer 
aa 7h Folk Notes Dulcimers case. Perfect for workshops & festivals. 
2329 Curdes Avenue Holds 2 single sheets of music. 


shelleystevens. com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 No more heavy, awkward, metal stands. 

di d Cost: $10.00 which includes shipping! 

Secure credit car 260-484-9078 The Clip Stick© 2200 Kavanaugh Blvd. 
ordering site www.folknotes.com 


Little Rock, AR 72205 
(S501) 661-1129 
DennisD@folknotes.com 


jimmunns @ phbcarkansas.com 
Ohio Residents please add 7% tax 


MASTERCARD & VISA 


Catalog available 
send orders to: 


TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS H ig h Performance 


Shelley Stevens 
643 E. Euclid Ave. M M D 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 


shelleystevens@musician.org 
Bc www.shelleystevens.com sa 


Sound & Playability 


WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 


Available with 3 or 4 strings, 
strung either Ionian or Mixolydian. 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
P O BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
forsmith@pbellsouth.net 
www. windyriver.org 


Linda Thomas 


New Book 
CD set 


(A Private Lesson 
approach) 


First Lessons 
Hammered 
Dulcimer 


$7.95 


This book/CD set is designed to instruct beginning players 
on the hammered dulcimer. The melodies in this collection 
include a variety of hymns, holiday music and fiddle tunes 
written in standard notation. Lyrics and suggested chords 
for accompanying instruments are also included. The 
accompanying CD offers two tracks for each selection: a 
performance track with rhythm guitar, and an instructional 
track with phrase-by-phrase demonstration. 


FrsALOSSONS 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. * Kansas City, MO 64134 
(816) 763-5040 


e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


Other recordings available: 


Merry Christmas - traditional Christmas songs - Star of 
Bethlehem, Silent Night, Away In A Manger... 

Among Old Friends - fiddie tunes and waltzes - Red Wing, 
Ashokan Farewell, Kentucky Waltz, Clarinet Polka... 

The Gathering Place - titles include: In the Garden, 
Beyond the Sunset, How Great Thou Art, The Ash Grove.. 
An Old English Christmas - 1 3th-16th century carols in 
standard notation with CD. 


(Cassettes $. 7 0 eC D $15 5- plus. $3 fe ‘or shipping and handling) 


Missigman Music 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers 


McSPADDEN 
Mountain Dulcimers 


STONEY END 
Folk Harps 


Books, Hammers, Cases, Stands 


MC/Visa or check. 
FREE SHIPPING ON 
WEBSITE ORDERS 


INCLUDING INSTRUMENTS! 
(Free shipping applies to US orders only) 


MISSIGMAN-MUSIC.COM 


Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
dulcimer@epix.net 
www. Missigman-Music.com 


PVC Musical Instruments 


And How To Make Them 
Harp, Violin Cello, Slide Guitar, & 
12 more. 120 pages of step-by-step 
plans and instructions 


int 
Full Size Templates & Readily \ 
Available Parts We 
® Fun and easy to build and play 
®@ Low Cost—Great Sound 
® Most built in under 2 hours. 
®@ Includes a FREE CD of band 
tunes, solos & tunings $25.95 + $5.00 S&H 


John Kovac —Harpmaker 
148 E. High Spruce Road, Front Royal, VA, 22630 
(540) 635-2534 
www.johnkovac.com 


VISA and Master Card accepted 


MALIN _STREE" SoERT 


CASE COMPANY 
stablished for 19 years 
creating custom cases 

and protecting beloved 

dulcimers throughout the 
world. Call, write or fax 

Jor free brochure. 


PO BOX 943 @ DRIGGS, IDAHO @ 83422 
VOICE AND FAX @¢ 208-354-8827 


Katie LaRaye Waldren 


ynered Dulcimer 


Isles Polk 
efiéan Folk 


Aaterial 


www.katiewaldren.com 
_ 


The 
WORLD'S 
PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 
STORE 

Ask for your 


FREE CATALOG 
or visit us ONLINE! 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


Toll-Free (USA only) 


888-473-5810 


or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 


News Flash— —Machiasport, Maine 


Patrons at a local dinner party were shocked and stunned 
when dulcimer player Folknoter exposed his poor dulcimer’s 
backside during the half-time show. (The half-time show is 
that period between the conclusion of dinner and the com- 
mencement of dessert.) 


“! chust don’t know vat came over him,” declared the 
party hostess. “My poor guests may never recover.” 


According to witnesses, Folknoter completed a medley, 
stood up, and then without warning “Dulcimooned” the audi- 
ence. One startled witness dropped the last ounce of her tea 
in her lap. 

Folknoter claims that the incident was completely unin- 
tentional, and a pure accident. He blamed it on a movement 
malfunction when he arose to retrieve a bon-bon as the 
desserts were being presented. 

She-Who-Must-Be-Sung-To has been sedated, and is not 
available for comment. The dulcimer, we understand, is 
undergoing counseling to coax it out of its case. 
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“It was an accident,” Folknoter claims. 


[Another News Flash: an unidentified Dulcimer Players 
News publisher/editor is going to identify Folknoter. He is 
Jim Sherman of Machiasport, Maine. Visit the website for 
New England’s DF#A dulcimer group, www.dulcimer 
folkct.org/. DPN lifted this story from their wonderful 
newsletter.] 


The Doofs' third release is another collection of old time and sentimental songs and 
tunes featuring mountain and hammered dulcimer, autoharp, guitar, banjo, and lots of 
vocals. Running time is over an hour. Available in CD only ($15) plus $1.50 shipping. 


Doofus Music (DPN) 
56 Egypt Rd, Ellington, CT 06029, 860-872-3264 
doofus@doofusmusic.com * http://doofusmusic.com 


in 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
hecause they 
were easy to play, 
hot too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 


Yours for the asking. . 
eick.. 


100 Foothill Bivd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www.blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 


STRATFORD 
STRINGED 
INSTRUMENTS 


Mountain Dulcimers 

Hammered Dulcimers 

Bowed Psalterys 

Chorded Zithers 
www.stratfordstringedinstruments.com 


Dulcimer music online 


Download from our website today! 


® High quality graphic files 
in both tablature and 
music notation 

¢ MP3 sound files 


e Our music is available at 
very modest prices 


® Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced 


www.frettedmusic.com 


BECOME A MUSIC PRACTITIONER 


The Music for Healing 
& Transition Program 


Develop the skills to provide live, healing 
music to comfort the ailing or dying at the 


bedside and experience the joy in being of & 


service. The Music for Healing and Transition 
Program, Inc. (MHTP) offers a course-of- 
study for musicians, music students and 


vocalists at sites throughout the US, leading to 


certification as a Music Practitioner. 


Courses offered throughout the country: 
Tucson * San Jose « Denver * Tampa 
Atlanta ¢ Chicago « Ann Arbor © Austin 
Portland, OR © Hillsdale, NY ¢ Seattle 
Manchester, NH 


For a comprehensive brochure outlining the 
course and a current schedule of classes and 
locations, please write to: 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program 


22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 
Phone: 518-325-5546 / Email: mhtp@ben.net 
Website: www.mhtp.org 


www. madelinemacneil.com 


PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 
14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 
Featuring Instruments From: 
Prussia Valley, McSpadden, 
Folkcraft, Chittum, 
Masterworks, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar 
Schmidt, Austin, Mid-Missouri, 
Deering, Strunal, Hohner & 
Walton 


Plus: 

CDs, Cassettes, Videos, 
Instruction Books, Electronic 
Tuners, Strings, Straps & More... 
Business Hours: 
10am-6pm, Tues. thru Sat. 
Closed Sunday & Monday 


740-941-1271 pvdulcimer@bright.net 
Located one hour south of Columbus. 


www.prussiavalley.com 
VISA & Master Card 


em, ‘Accepted 


® Books 

® Recordings 

® Music, videos 
@ Performance dates...and more! 


His Debut CD 
with Sixteen 
tunes yy 
featuring 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 
and 
Tin Whistle. 
With favorites 
such as 
“Maggie” 
“Wild Mountain 


CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
Thistledew Acres * P.O. Box 134 * Marengo, OH 43334 


www.dulcimerbaglady.com 
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The Mui Studio Presents: 


Playing the 


Hammer Dulcimer! 
VHS Video $16.95 


Featuring Jénnijer Kanger 


Of kcsodtiibts String Band 
Check Out Our Great Gift Line: 


@ Dulcimer Watches & Wall Clocks 


®@ Ornately Engraved Dulcimer Hammers 
@ Dulcimer Dusters + Notecards 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 


Walnut or Cherry, $15 
Ebony or Rosewood w/ 
Pearl Snowflake, $20 
Gold or Black 


All Prices Postpaid 


And much more - call or email for catalog! 


TOLL FREE: (877) 365-5744 
kattywompus@earthlink.net 
412 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 


www.kattywompus.bigstep.com 


Send SASE for brochure 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 


TOO OOOO koto - eS 
M x Traditional Virginia 
aureen Sellers 
presents v1 Noter Style Dulcimer! 
MY TEACHING BOOK ; “ 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 vs Phyllis 


Gaskins 
fiddle tunes 
& songs 
“from the heart" 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 


CD FOR VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the 
universities.) 


Mountain Dulcimer - 


*“New! Simply Duets! $20.00** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


Galax Style 
.. tunes from Southwest VA in the traditional 
Galax style by a champion dulcimer player. 
Home Now - 


From the Shenandoah to the Shannon 
.. tunes from Ireland, Scotland, and the 
mountains of VA 


cassettes $12 ~~~ CD's $17 (includes s/h) 


Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax. 
Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 


2.2.2. 2.2.2.2. @. 2.2.2 .0.0. 0.2. 0.0.8.4 


10575 Jacksons Way 
Port Republic, VA 24471 
phylgdulci@rica.net 
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SOUNDS 


a ae? ? ; Featuring Great Names In: 
If It’s Unusual and Musical, We wre Sone 


Probably Have It! MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Consider our highest quality cam, . FOLK HARPS 
stands, handcrafted locally, for “ AUTOHARPS 
both display and performance Ps 


needs. Hammered dulcimer HARMONICAS 


stands are fully adjustable to fit cx “ PLAYER PIANOS 

the individual player both in > TONGUE DRUMS 

height and angle. Mountain dul- 
cimer stands are adjustable to fit most mountain 
dulcimers. Both available in walnut, cherry, or =F = : on WINDCHIMES 
maple. Call today to order vours! c. hs ' TAPES & CD'S 


STUMPF FIDDLES 


In downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 


EXCLUSIVE! TERRIFIC! OUTSTANDING! EXCEPTIONAL! MATCHLESS! UNRIVALED! ORIGINAL! 


vem Qou-jo's « Qjulci-jo's 


the most frequent comment is, “WOW! It sounds like it has a built-in amp!” 


* MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS * MANDOLINS 
McSpadden, McKinney, Neely, 
Black Mountain, Folkcraft....$269. Up 


* HAMMERED DULCIMERS *KORG CA-30 TUNERS = $19.95 
Rick Thum, Masterworks, Dusty * LAP HARPS $49.95up 
Strings, McKinney 

*HARMONICAS, FOLK TOYS 

* BOWED PSALTRIES 

Masterworks, Unicorn Strings, * HAND-CRAFTED GIFTS 
T.K. O'Brien pressed flowers, jewelry, unique gifts 


WOW! SOMETHING ELSE! DISTINCTIVE! PEERLESS! EXCLUSIVE! MARVELOUS! REMARKABLE! 


Sifver Chords Dulcimer & Gift Ghop 
105 1/2 Fox Street, Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-788-2863 Fax 423-753-6641 


www.silverchordsdulcimers.com 
“The onliest place you can buy dujo’s and dulcijo’s! 
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Subscribe to 
Dulcimer Players News Subscribe or 


or pes Renew Online 
renew your subscription for another 

year or two of good reading www. 

@ Current subscribers: |f your mailing label is dated 5/1/2004, your dpnews.com 


subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before July 1, 2004. 


B Subscription Rates 


United States — 1 $22 (1 year-4 issues) or O $42 (2 years—8 issues) 
USA, first class postage  O$270 year—4 issues) or $52 (2 years—8 issues) 
O Canada and Mexico —- $24 (1 Year )* 2 Other countries $26 (1 Year)* 


*US banks , VISA and MasterCard, or international money order only 


@ New subscriptions 


4 Please begin my subscription with the next regularly scheduled issue (The DPN is published in February, May, 
August, and November and mailed to subscribers in mid-January, mid-April, mid-July and mid-October.) 


QJ Please begin my subscription with the current issue, or a recent back issue. | enclose $2.00 (USA, Canada, Mexico) 
extra for postage and handling (other countries $4.00). 


@ Renewals 
GO Please renew my subscription. /f your address is new, please tell us the old one also. 


@ Total enclosed 


VISA or MasterCard # Exp date: Signature 
Name ™ ate 
Address pan rs ™ 
City Sao ‘State Zip Phone number (if using credit card) 


Our mailing list is used solely by Dulcimer Player News. Names are never sold or shared in any way. 


Please let us know as soon as you know so your Dulcimer Players News will follow you to your new home. 
It will not follow you otherwise. The Postal Service does not forward 3rd class mail. 


@ Old Address (Please print clearly) @ New Address 

Name = Name 

Address [= ial Address 

City State ‘Zip City State Zip : 
Effective 


DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS + POST OFFICE BOX 2164 + WINCHESTER, VA 22604 


wou | As Time Goes By 


AS TiME GOES BY 


Jazz standards and the songs of Judy Collins and Joni Mitchell are featured on this CD. 
Recorded with a group of long-time friends, these classics are laid upon a bedrock of folk music 
with grace and elan. 

Madeline MacNeil with With Ralph Gordon, Seth Austen, Guy George, Steve Schneider, 
Janita Baker, and Rob Brereton 


$15.00 


Tunes: Somewhere Over the Rainbow, As Time Goes By, My Shining Hour, In the Wee Small 
Hours of the Morning, Just One of Those Things, When I Fall In Love, Stormy Weather, Takes 
My Breath Away, The Urge for Going, My Father, Here's That Rainy Day, Autumn Leaves 


WITH 
£TH AUSTEN 
RALPH GORDON ss 
STEVE SCHNEIDER ® JANITA BAKE 


Songs of Earth & Sea 


My ancestors made their way from England and Scotland to Newfoundland and Cape Breton, 
where the sea continued to be a meaningful part of their lives. Because of that heritage I am often 
called by the silkies, the waves, and beautiful songs back to the sea from my home near Virginia's 


=» GUY GEORGE 
R ® ROB BRERETON 


Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Madeline MacNeil with Ralph Gordon, Michael DeLalla, Anne Lough, Charlie Casabona, 
Rhodes Woolly, Jay Hurley, Molly Andrews, Melissa Weaver Dunning, Christopher Gatesman, 
and Janette Ogg 


$15.00 


Tunes: Hori, Horo; Evening Of Roses; | Walk In Beauty; New Spring Waltz; Wait ‘Til The; 
Clouds Roll By; The Ash Grove / O Spirit Sweet Of Summertime; The Water Is Wide; 
Appalachian Round; Maddie's Garden; Shenandoah Spring; Southwind / Blow The; Wind 
Southerly; Wild Mountain Thyme; An Eriskay Love Lilt; Hava Nashira; Come By The Hills 


; eet —(€ Folk Songs of 


ae eee 3 Old Kentucky 


Selected and Arranged by 
Ralph Lee Smith with Madeline MacNeil 


This book provides 20 beautiful Anglo-American folk songs, 

field-collected by two remarkable real-life “song catchers,” 

Josephine McGill and Loraine Wyman, in the Cumberland 
Mountains of Kentucky in 1914 and 1916. The book includes 
exciting first-hand accounts of their adventures in the isolated 
mountain world, before the coming of radios, roads, and cars. 
Rescued from rare books, the songs are presented with musical 

notation, guitar chords, and dulcimer tablature. 


Use MasterCard or VISA on line, or by phone or fax. : 
Shipping (U.S.): $3.00 + 50¢ for each additional item. Order on line at 


Ask us about overseas shipping rates. i ; 
www.madelinemacneil.com 


Phone: 540/678-1305 @ Fax: 540/678-1151 Secure on line ordering with 
Mail: Roots & Branches Music, ,~ % 
PO Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 a 


Our mailing list is used solely by Roots & Branches Music for catalog and te 
performance mailings only. Names are never sold or shared in any way. Please Ask for our free cata iE 


let us know if you wish your name removed from our list. 


What’s New 


by Neal Walters 


An Enchanting Moment © Kairos, c/o Spencer 
Whittington, 5016 Deer Lodge Road, New Port 
Richey, FL 34655, 727-505-4190, 
www.cdbaby.com/harvey2. (CD) 

Kairos is Spencer Whittington and Karen 
Harvey on hammered dulcimers and 
Mark Vawter on guitar. Kairos is a Greek 
word meaning “Spirit’s Time” or as the 
liner notes say, “the dimension where 
time stands still, where we lose ourselves 
in a savored moment. Kairos is inspira- 
tion, rapture, delight, transcendence and 
spirit.” The tunes range from traditional 
Celtic, Peruvian, Russian, and old-time 
Appalachian to gentle lullabies and some 
originals by Karen. Tunes include Star of 
the County Down, Kilgary Mountain, 
Wild Mountain Thyme. 


Words and Whistles © Gladly Playe Wyth 
Stryngs, c/o Bill Stine, 2109 Junction Rd, 
Manheim, PA 17545, 717-898-6301, www 
.GladlyPlaye.com, BillStine@paoniine. (CD) 
Gladly Playe Wyth Stryngs is a Lancaster 
County, PA-based group performing 
music that is centered around melodies 
on twin hammered dulcimers, violin, and 
Irish whistles. The group is Bill Stine on 
hammered dulcimer; Eric Muench on 
acoustic and electric bass and vocals; 
Craig Zumbrun on 6 and 12 string guitars, 
bouzouki, and bodhran; Betsy Swartz on 
violin; and Erin Flynn on hammered dul- 
cimer, whistles, and violin. Much of their 
repertoire has origins in the British Isles, 
particularly Scotland and Ireland, but 
they also perform a variety of traditional 
music including adapted classics and 
Shaker tunes as well as new music written 
specifically for the hammered dulcimer. 


Long Time Friends ¢ Helen Blackbum and 
Cathy Lanier, 843 Buckswamp Road, Bruns- 
wick, GA 31523 or 4770 Mallard Creek Drive, 
Mason, OH 45040, 513-459-1883, helenlb@ 
msn.com, cmlanier@adelphia.net. (CD) 

Helen and Cathy are “long time friends” 
who met fifteen years ago and subse- 
quently teamed up to entertain people 
with their folksongs and stories, accompa- 
nying themselves on “autoharp, mountain 


dulcimer and, of course, the lowly gourd.” 
Their songs are mostly traditional with a 
sprinkling of contemporary material. 
Selections include: Sweet Songs from 
Yesterday, Get Up and Go, Buffalo Boy, 
Crawdad Song. 


Folk Songs of Old Kentucky * Ra/ph Lee 
Smith and Madeline MacNeil, Me! Bay Publica- 
tions, Inc., #4 Industrial Drive, Pacific, MO 
63069, 1-800-863-5229, email@melbay.com, 
www.melbay.com. (Book) 

Ralph and Maddie have written a book 
about two Kentucky songcatchers, 
Josephine McGill and Loraine Wyman 
and the composer and arranger Howard 
Brockway. It contains | historical material 
of direct relevance to the continuing story 
of the mountain dulcimer. There are 
vignettes on the Hindman Settlement 
School, Uncle Ed Thomas (a pioneering 
dulcimer maker), and a host of topics that 
weave together a picture of the social and 
religious fabric of the country that the 
songcatchers visited on their travels. 
Tunes include Little Sparrow (a version of 
Come All Ye Fair and Tender Ladies), 
The Inquisitive Love, The Cherry Tree 
Carol. 


Most Perfect Harmony ¢ 7he Discovery String 
Band, Big Canoe Records, 513 High Street, 
Boonville, MO 65233, 660-882-3353, 
rdyer@classicnet.net. (CD) 

Cathy Barton and Dave Para team up 
with Bob Dyer, Paul and Win Grace to 
comprise the Discovery String Band, 
formed to celebrate the journey of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. Their aim is 
to “play traditional and period music as 
well as that from the ethnic traditions rep- 
resented in the expedition to provide the 
musical context of the journey.” Each 
song is generously described in a booklet 
accompanying the CD. Strictly speaking, 
this is not a “dulcimer” recording per se, 
but Cathy plays hammered dulcimer on 
five of the seventeen tracks and mountain 
dulcimer on one additional track. 


Dulcimer a la Mode e Lorinda Jones, Me! Bay 
Publications, Inc., #4 Industrial Drive, Pacific, 
MO 63069, 1-800-863-5229, email@melbay 
.com, www.melbay.com. (Book/CD) 

This book/CD combination is an intro- 
duction to the use of modes on the moun- 
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tain dulcimer. Lorinda acknowledges that 
her intention is not to provide a compre- 
hensive guide to modal scales, but to 
introduce the four most common modes 
(Ionian, Dorian, Mixolydian, and Aeo- 
lian) and suggest songs, tunings and 
arrangements that work in each of these 
modes. She provides lovely tunes to learn 
as you go. Each tune is presented with a 
simple melody version and with an 
optional arrangement that uses the chord 
patterns inherent in each mode. 


for Hammered Dulcimer ¢ Jeanne 
Page, Mel Bay Publications, Inc., #4 Industrial 
Drive, Pacific, MO 63069, 1-800-863-5229, 
email@melbay.com, www.melbay.com. (Book) 
One of the marks of a really good player 
is the ability to take a familiar tune and 
create an interesting arrangement that 
adds interest and variety to the music 
while never detracting from the beauty 
of the tune itself. Jeanne’s newest Mel 
Bay book is designed to introduce you to 
some of the techniques that will allow 
you to create your own arrangements 
whether your tendency is, to paraphrase 
Jeanne, follow the rules, break the rules, 
or invent new rules. Jeanne begins by 
giving you an understanding of how 
chords are constructed and how to find 
patterns on the dulcimer. She follows 
with a discussion of “rolling” chords and 
chord inversions, while providing exam- 
ples and exercises to hone your skills. 
Later you will find instruction on creat- 
ing counter-melodies, simple rules for 
embellishing fast tunes, fill techniques, 
use of the bass bridge, four-note chords, 
and chord experimentation. 


Psaltery Concert ¢ Betty Smith, Bluff Moun- 
tain Music, 1444 Bluff Mountain Road, Hot 
Springs, NC 28743, http://www.bettysmith 
ballads.com. (CD) 

Betty Smith is one of the dulcimer com- 
munity’s treasures. Though there’s no 
dulcimer on this recording, it is still one in 
which many people will be interested. 
Psaltery Concert features twenty selec- 
tions from her previous recordings and 
showcases her skills on her Bob Beers- 
model psaltery built by Michael Autorino. 
Selections include: The Water Is Wide, 
Yonder Mountain, and Star of the County 
Down/Carrickfergus. 


PO,” Ss 
ScottOdena / 


Bad 


Rhythm of the Wind -New Recording! 


Scott & Lisa Odena showcasethe mountain duldimer ina variety of stylesand 


musical genres. | Ttracks- indudestitletrack, Amazing Grace 
0'Carolan's Concerto, Largo, LordoftheDance andmanymore 
Alsoincludes guitar, banjoandmandolin. Vocals on 2tracks 
Companion book of tab available 


CD-$15  Book-$12 Set ofBook &CD-$25 


Fiddlin’ With the Dulcimer 


onal fiddetunes transc 


her insrument 
CD-R only, for alimitedtime-$350 


Song For Grandpa 
Scott plays dulcimer, guitar, banjo & mandolin, vocals on5 tracks 
Indudes titletrack, Scotland, Red Wing, Chicken Ree! and many more! 
Companion book of tab available. 
CD-$15 Cassette -§10 Book -$12 
me Book & CD set -$25 Book & Cass. set -$20 

Online ordering available at www.ho udinimusicrideo.com or senda 

check/money order, with$1.50 s&h peritem (sets count as? items) to: 
Scott Odena, P.0. Box 2288 |, Little Rock, AR 72221-2681 


Handcrafted Instruments 
by William Berg 


® Mountain Dulcimers 

e Hammered Dulcimers 
® Bowed Psalteries 

¢ Lap Harps ® Kalimbas 
° Banjos * Mandolins 


..and much more! Plus a great selection 
Instructional Books and CD’s and Tapes. 


58 W. Main Street © Nashville, IN 47448 
812-988-7077 or toll free 800-359-2173 


www.mountainmademusic.com 


To Order, send $15 + $2 s/b to: 


Jeff Furman 
120 Conner Dr. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


Also Available on the web at cdbaby.com/furman 
For more info contact: diemr@yahoo.com 


cradle You 
Dulcimer in The pest 


Y Mountain 


Designed and Made 
by Dulcimer Players 
for Dulcimer Players 


THISTLEDEW ACRES 


Lee and Doug Felt 
P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 
leefelt@bright.net 


Send for free brochure! 


Nylon Cordura® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
www.dulcimerhaglady.com 


Advertiser Index 
Accessories 


BB Hammers 

Biscuits Music Barn 

Cliff’s Custom Crafts 
Colorado Case Company 
Glee Circus Music 

Main Street Case Company 
The Clip Stick 

Thistledew Acres 


Bill and Connie Music 

Bill Schilling & Linda Sigismondi 
Bonnie Leigh 

Carey Dubbert 

Congergation Music 

Debbie Porter 

Dinah Ansley 

Doofus Music 


Doug Thomson 

Dulcimer Celebrations 

Dulcimer Music Online 

Gourd Music 

Guy George 

Heidi Muller 

Helen Johnson 

POGUE LACES 0 c:sieisae siciecersie ws te ced 
Jeff Furman 

Jennifer Ranger 

John & Heidi Cerrigione 

Katie Waldren 

PAnAS BOOMION ossais cig dees ei sisie ne Ot 
Linda Thomas 

Lois Hornbostel 

Lorinda Jones 

Madeline MacNeil 

Maggie’s Music 

Maiden Creek Dulcimers 

Masti Cem GeMehS. ...5 is cceeececeas eee 
Missigman Music 

Molly McCormack 

Off-The-Wall Dulcimer Society 

Owl Mountain Music 

Peggy Carter Inside back cover 
Rnpitie Goaekins oo oo oie eo ake i Od 
Quintin Stephens 


Roots & Branches Music 

Rosamond Campbell ................37 
SOO OGG ais ceasicawnieweieisr enon 
Shelley Stevens 

Sue Carpenter 

Susan Trump 


Festivals 
Blueriver Dulcimer Festival 
Cook Forest Folk gathering 
Common Ground on the Hill 
Cork Dulcimer Festival 
Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering 
Dulcimer Chautauqua 
Sn the WAbGSN i issn ois nis ser.ciese waver 15 
Dulcimer Cruise 2004 


Florida Folk Festival 
Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival .... 
Great River Road Festival 
Heritage Dulcimer Camp ............ 3 
Kentucky Music Week ............--- 
Meadowlark Music Camp 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium 
Northern Lights Hammered 

Dulcimer Retreat 
Ozark Folk Center 
POUYEOSE ics garicmnsiasieeisnios memaveteneD 
Rocky Mountain Fiddle Camp 
Roscoe Village Dulcimer Days......... 6 


Shady Grove Dulcimer Camp 
The Swannanoa Gathering 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival ... . . 
Stringalong Workshops 
Western Carolina Mountain 
Dulcimer Week 
Wyoming Ohio Dulcifest 
Yellowbanks Dulcimer Festival 


Instruments 
Backyard Music 
Black Mountain Instruments ......... 49 
Blue Lion Musical Instruments ....... 40 
Coog Instruments 
Dagul SDwWIGMnersS: asics sie. siseuswiesee s 46 
Dusty Strings 
Folknotes Instruments 
Folkcraft Instruments 36, 38, 43 
Gila Mountain Dulcimers ............39 
Hobgoblin-Stoney End ..............36 
Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
John Kovac 
OGD NOUNS (no Ssi0ix vaisiccasiasieainie as UP aO 
Mike Huddleson 

Stringed Instruments .............36 
Modern Mountain Dulcimer . . .37, 39, 47 
Rick Thum Dulcimers . .Inside back cover 
Ron Ewing Dulcimers ...............51 
Songbird Dulcimers ......... Back cover 
Stratford Stringed Instruments 
Whamdiddle 
Windy River Dulcimers 
Wood’ N Strings 


Services 


Music for Healing & Transition 


Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. ..........+..31 

Elderiy: Instruments. .)...i:2 6:4. 0::0.0. 830.004 48 

Family Tree Music 

Folk Notes 

Mountain Music Shoppe 

Mountain Made Music ..............54 

Music Potk Inc: oj.csciee% wcivvinagia'e 45 

Prussia Valley Dulcimers 

Silver Chords Dulcimers & Gift Shop . .52 

Simple Sounds sj5.01500:3 5% sie ses veces 

Stewart MacDonald’s Guitar 
Shop Sip OHS isis sie eswsieseciorans ai 

Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 


© New from Tom Baehr ® 
“Ancient Echoes” 
Music for Dulcimers and Flutes 
bass fretted dulcimers, ceramic flute and fife, 
plus music by Fernando Sor and J. S. Bach 
Includes “Crescent Rag,” “Kaleidoscope” 
CD $15 plus $2 shipping and handling 
© Also by Tom Baechr 
“An Inhabited Garden” 
Vignettes for Fretted Dulcimer 
Includes “Morgan Magan,” “Independence Rag” 
Cassette $10 plus $2 shipping and handling 
Hogfiddle Press 
P. O. Box 2721 
Wobum, MA 01888-1421 
baehr@world std.com 


© Pickups 


5-Star tuning peg 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 
Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


‘Online: www.stewmac.com 


STEWART* MACDONALD’S 


E GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


Box 900DP * Athens, Ohio 45701 * USA 


wt OC 
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Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 15% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged 
in 4 or more consecutive issues. 


hammered dulcimer: An 
instructional method by Carrie 
Crompton. Technical exercises 
and repertoire in a graded series 
of lessons for beginners. Covers 
melodic playing in eight keys and 
four time signatures, and begin- 
ning back-up techniques that 
sound really good. 130 pages. $25 
postpaid to: Carrie Crompton, 11 
Center Street, Andover CT 
06232. barolk@infi.net. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood 
Music. We have over 600 new 
acoustic instruments in stock- 
including fine displays of moun- 
tain and hammered dulcimers. 
Wildwood Music, Historic Roscoe 
Village, Coshocton, OH 43812. 
740-622-4224, www.wildwood 
music.com. 


Dulcimer T-Shirts available from 
Gila Mountain Dulcimers at 
www.gilamountaindulcimers.com. 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer would 
like to take this opportunity to 
thank the 47 new and 71 repeat 
customers who purchased our 
entire production of 167 instru- 
ments in 2003! We regret that 
there were not enough to go 
around and we promise to try to 
do better this year. As always we 
want to invite you to visit our web 
site www.modernmountaindul- 
cimer.com to learn more about 
our high performance mountain 
dulcimers or call David McKinney 
at 870-251-3665 to place a order, 
ask a question, or to arrange a visit 
to the place where they are creat- 
ed in Batesville, AR. Stay in tune! 


Dusty Strings hammered dulcimer 
(12/11) for sale. Purchased new 
1995; excellent shape. Case, two 
sets hammers, tuning tools, short 
and tall standing legs, Sabine ST- 
1500 AutoTuner, tuning pickup, 
book. $350, packing and shipping 
not included. Info: 816-333-4660, 
TamaraC_1@msn.com. 


Folding dulcimer stand for sale. 
Maple, adjusts in height 27” to 42”, 
adjustable angle for sitting or 
standing. $75 plus shipping. Info: 
816-333-4660, TamaraC_1@ 
msn.com. 


Hammered Dulcimers: Instruments 
and kits from $195. Also stands, 


hammers, books, builder’s sup- 
plies. Since 1976, 800-419-9802. 
www.GrassrootsDulcimers.com. 


At Folk Notes, we select our dul- 
cimers with the best sound and 
workmanship in mind. Black Rose, 
Butch Sides, Folkcraft, Folkroots, 
Jeff Gaynor, McSpadden, TK 
O’Brien, and our own mountain 
dulcimers. McSpadden Dulci- 
Banjos and the Folk Notes 
BanjMo, hybrid instruments with a 
banjo sound. Rick Thum, 
Songbird, and TK O’Brien ham- 
mered dulcimers, folk harps, ban- 
jos, autoharps, Irish and Indian 
flutes, tinwhistles, bodhran, ethnic 
percussion, books, and accessories. 
Dulcimer and autoharp lessons. 
Mon-Friday, some Saturdays. 
877-273-4999, toll free for informa- 
tion or appointments. Folk Notes, 
2329 Curdes Ave, Fort Wayne, IN 
46805. www.folknotes.com 


Interested in Celtic music? Learn 
dance tunes and harp pieces from 
Ireland and Scotland with Mike 
Casey at the Swannanoa Gathering 
during dulcimer week and at the 
Augusta Heritage Center during 
Irish week. Further information at 
swangathering .com, augustaher- 
itage.com or email mikecasey@ 
mindspring.com. 

Hammered Dulcimer Book & CD, video. 
For beginning to intermediate 
hammered dulcimer players. 
Twenty-five tunes and arrange- 
ments. Also, book w/CD, video for 
mountain dulcimer. Mel Bay 
Publications by Madeline MacNeil. 
Book & CD: $20.00; Video: $30.00. 
Shipping: $3.00 first item, $.50 

for each add. item. P.O. Box 

2164, Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. Visa/MC, Order 
online: www.madelinemacneil.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk 
Song Magazine has covered the 
world of traditional and contempo- 
rary folk music. Each quarterly 
200-page issue includes articles, 
news, reviews, festival listings, and 
instrumental “Teach-Ins” plus lead 
sheets for twenty songs. 
Subscribing Membership starts at 
$25/yr. Basic Membership 
(includes CD each quarter with all 
the songs in each issue) starts at 
$50/yr. Info: Sing Out!, Box 5253- 
D, Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253. 
info@singout.org, www.singout.org. 
instant Dulcimer Chording! — new, 
open tuning, barre chording 
method. Please see www.guitarsim- 
plified.com/dulcsimp.htm. 

Autoharp Quarterly, the inter- 
national magazine dedicated to 
the autoharp enthusiast. Subscrip- 
tions: US-$20, Canada-$22, 
Europe-$24, Asia/South Pacific- 
$26. US currency, please. 


Stonehill Productions, PO Box 
336, New Manchester, WV 26056- 
0336. ahquarterly@home.com, 
www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music instruction with 
Seth Austen. Private lessons or 
group workshops in scenic New 
Hampshire location. Acoustic gui- 
tar, fretted dulcimer, mandolin, 
bouzouki, fiddle, banjo, percus- 
sion, recording techniques. Styles 
include Celtic, Appalachian, bot- 
tleneck, blues, klezmer, interna- 
tional and more. For information 
visit www.sethausten.com, email 
seth@sethausten.com or call 603- 
539-8301. 


Sampler Records LTD. We sell 
antique and new hammered dul- 
cimers; McSpadden mountain 
dulcimers; recordings of ham- 
mered dulcimer, mt. dulcimer, 
fiddle, harp, Shaker, Celtic, 
hymns, children’s music and 
more. Check our sales specials 
and Mitzie Collins’ concert and 
mountain and hammered dul- 
cimer workshop schedule in 
Western New York State on our 
website, www.samplerfolkmusic 
.com. Sampler Records Ltd, PO 
Box 19270, Rochester NY 14619, 
585-328-5856. E-mail: sampler 
rec@aol.com. 


Steve Schneider now in Bloomfield 
Hills, Michigan and available for 
lessons on Hammered Dulcimer, 
Musicality, and Performance. 
248-758-9371 or lessons@steve 
schneider.com. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string 
instrument making and repair 
information published by the 
Guild of American Luthiers . See 
our web page for photo previews 
of back issues and images of our 
many instrument plans: 
www.luth.org. Or contact GAL, 
8222 S Park Avenue, Tacoma, WA 
98408, 253-472-7853. 


Dulcimer Players News Recent back 
issues $6 each. Dulcimer Players 
News, P.O. Box 2164, Winchester, 
VA 22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@dpnews.com. Visa/MC. 
Order subscriptions online: 
www.dpnews.com. 


Helen Johnson's newest book— 
“The Promised Land” —contains 
great old songs from the Sacred 
Harp tradition and our English, 
early American and spiritual her- 
itage. There are 48 songs, includ- 
ing 22 duets, in a variety of styles: 
strum, pick and strum, arpeggio, 
and finger pick. See display ad in 
this issue, 


Kitchen Musician Books: Tune 
collections for hammered dul- 
cimer. A source of common and 


uncommon tunes (some 550 in 
all), as standard notation, basic 
settings with guitar chords; infor- 
mation on the tunes of histori- 
cal/musical interest. Includes 
Waltzes, Carolan, Irish, Scottish, 
Colonial, Jigs, Old-Timey fiddle, 
18 tune cllection books plus two 
learners’ books. For catalog or 
information: Sara Johnson, 449 
Hidden Valley Lane, Cincinnati 
OH 45215, 513-761-7585. E-mail: 
kitchiegal@aol.com or check web- 
site for information on books and 
recordings, dulcimers, musical 
and historical links, dowloadable 
music, etc: http://members.aol 
.com/kitchiegal/ 


Circa 1880 Hackett 12/5 hammered 
dulcimer; locking top (key miss- 
ing), woodgrain paint, four strings 
treble/two bass, “chessmen” single 
bridges, natural soundboard and 
pin blocks, one original flexible 
metal-shafted hammer, printed 
note strips; see photo and 
description on pp. 297-298 of 
Gifford; $1200. Photos can be 
emailed. Contact Charles Smith, 
1-502-969-9766 or obamed@ 
aol.com. 


Leo at Lark! Leo Kretzner dul- 
cimer classes this summer at Lark 
Camp (aka Lark in the Morning). 
Runs 7/30-8/7, under the red- 
woods near Mendocino CA. 
Many other music and dance 
classes, international staff. More 
inof: www.larkcamp.com or 
kertzner@verizon.net. 


Learn Cajun Music on Mountain 
Dulcimer! Join Lois Hornbostel 
for a powerhouse course of 
mountain dulcimer playing tech- 
niques and lively Cajun dance 
tunes. Advanced Beginner players 
& up will learn right in the tradi- 
tion, surrounded by many of the 
best Cajun musicians at Augusta 
Heritage Center Cajun Week in 
WY, July 11-17. For info contact 
Lois at Ldulc@gte.net or P. O. 
Box 907, Bryson City, NC 28713. 


Biue Lion 11R Rosewood, scroll 
peghead with fitted hardshell 
case. Brass rosette soundholes, 
rose inlay on fretboard. Excellent 
condition. $475.00 Also, Blue 
Lion TC-Teardrop Cherry fretted 
dulcimer with case. Excellent 
condition. $200.00. Call Terry 

or Pat, 319-363-3556, or e-mail 
tmatta621@hotmail.com 

New: “More Bluegrass Dulcimer,” 
DAD tuning, 24 songs. BK/CD 
$20.00, S/H $2.00. Norma Davis, 
205 Engel Road, Loudon, TN 
37774. 


’ 


agi music for 
Along the Way Body & Mind, Spirit & Soul 
by Dinah Ansley 


featuring 
“September on the Mississippi” 
“River” 
“Amazing Grace” 
“Shenandoah” 
Spirituals, Fiddle Tunes & more | 


You support Healing Music at the 
University of Virginia when you order 


CDs $15 
Tapes $10 
(add $2.00 per item for s/h) 


Mail check to 

Dinah Ansley 

9619 Critzer Shop Rd 
Afton, VA 22920 


For more information contact Dinah at 
dulcimerdinah@cstone.net or phone 540/456-6365 


www.dulcimerdinah.com 


Spend a cold winter evening 
learning a hammer dulcimer 
arrangement by 


Peggy Carter 
Be 0ks 


Hammer Dulcimer 
Tune Book 
Arrangements and playing 


SUpge. stions for 


Beg k 0 nit level 


More Hammer CDs 

¢ 

Jammer unes —_ 

d Take Me Home 
Look Back with Love 
A Touch of Christmas 


Arrangements and playing 
suggestions for 
Novice to Ado, level 


Books and CDs are $17.95 ea. inc. s/h 
Call us at 281-370-9495 or Visit www.peggycarter.com 


Congratulations to my 78 yr. old 
hammer dulcimer student. 
Dosh Messick 
9003 VYational Hammer 


Dulcimer Champion! 


Visit our website for a 
Dealer near you... 
www.rthum.com 


636-376-THUM 
(8 48 6) 


Walkin’? Around Lucky 


Robert & Janita Baker 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


available from: 


Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 
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on, send us your renewal before 


have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


www.gourd.com 


800.487.4939 
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B T Faster than a Speeding Banjo! cers $695 Traditional Wedding 
More Powerful than an Upright Bass! 


7 Classics 
OHN Able to Leap Loud Jam Sessions 
with a Single Minor Chord! Traditional Wedding Nine time-honored wedding 


Z ‘ . Classics ) standards for the marriage 
a New Dulcimer of Ancient Design. { For Mountain Dulcimer ) ceremony, including Pachel- 
, . - me honered bel’s “Canon In D” arranged 
for the intermediate level 
mountain dulcimer player in 
D-A-dd tuning by Larry Con- 
ger. Includes standard musical 
notation, tablature and guitar 
chords. 


Tab Book only — $6.95 
Book/Demo CD — $15.95 


Please add $1.00 for shipping 


P Send check or money order to 
Come see it at : 


e a Companion ©D now available 
Tp° JAM at / 5 tang amas CONGERGATION MUSIC 


SUL 
fPULCIMERS) P.O. Box 131 


Visit our new ie rt VE, The New Home Paris, TN 38242-0131 


shop in Songbird 
in | . igbir 
America's F at ‘Sater 


Hometown ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


207 N. Main, Hannibal, MO 63401 573.221.2520 © ; as Paris 
www.songbirdhd.com songbirdhd@sbcglobal.net - : EF Tennessee, that is 
, , , . or > 


TNDulciman@aol.com 


